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FEDERAL COURT KEEPS LOBSTER FISHERY OPEN….FOR NOW
By Melissa Waterman
Lobstermen can breathe a sigh of relief as they are no longer under threat of
a complete shutdown of the fishery in February, 2021. They also don’t face the
risk of a federal court in Washington,
D.C., ordering new protective measures
for the fishery while the National Marine
Fisheries Service (NMFS) continues to
work on its pending right whale rules.
Still, a separate case in the Bangor
District Court continues to threaten the
operation of the Maine lobster fishery.
On August 19 Judge James Boasberg of
the U.S. District Court for the District
of Columbia released his second decision in the case of Center for Biological
Diversity v. Secretary of Commerce
Wilbur Ross. Judge Boasberg had previously determined that the NMFS’s 2014
Biological Opinion on the lobster fishery
is invalid. The fate of the lobster industry was in the hands of the judge since
the lobster fishery cannot legally operate without a valid Biological Opinion.
His August decision addressed the question of what should happen to the lob-

ster fishery until NMFS issues a new Biological Opinion under which the fishery may be permitted to operate.
The judge’s decision was fourfold: 1) it vacates the 2014 Biological Opinion and
remands it back to the agency; 2) it orders NMFS to complete a new opinion
no later than May 31, 2021; 3) it rejects
the plaintiffs’ request for an injunction
prohibiting use of vertical lines in an
area south of Nantucket; and 4) it directs
NMFS to update the court on its progress
every 60 days, beginning September 30.
“Given the options available to the
judge, this is the best-case scenario
for the lobster fishery,” said Patrice
McCarron, executive director of the
Maine Lobstermen’s Association (MLA).
“He struck a delicate balance by holding NMFS accountable for fulfilling its
mandate to aid the recovery of imperiled right whales without causing undue
economic injury to the lobster industry.”

In his decision, Judge Boasberg carefully balanced the economic
hardship to lobstermen with the risk to endangered North
Atlantic right whales. MLMC photo.

By giving NMFS until May 31, 2021 to
complete a new Biological Opinion,
the judge acknowledged that the probContinued on page 4
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When COVID-19 seemingly shut down the
world this spring, ripples of concern spread
through the Maine
lobster fishery. Largescale purchasers of lobster, such as restaurant
chains, casinos, cruise
lines, and others, closed
down in order to limit
the spread of COVID 19.
Since seafood typically
is purchased and eaten
outside the home, sales
plummeted during the
lockdown. Lobstermen
in the U.S. and Canada
worried that with such a
decrease in demand, the
price paid for their harvests would plummet as
well.
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Remarkably, however, seafood processors were able to move lobster into the marketplace largely through domestic retail sales.
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COASTAL OUTLOOK Thoughts from MLCA President Patrice McCarron

This has been a summer for the record books. A spreading
pandemic, enormous wildfires in California, and unprecedented heat along the East Coast continue to leave many
feeling deeply unsettled about the state of the world. In
Maine, which has seen a low number of COVID 19 cases
since the spring outbreak, summer began with widespread
closures of hotels, restaurants and other mainstays of the
tourist sector. Lobstermen worried about prices; processors worried about markets.
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“Given the options available to the
judge, this is the best-case scenario
for the lobster fishery,” said Patrice
McCarron, executive director of the
Maine Lobstermen’s Association
(MLA) which was an intervenor in
the case. “He struck a delicate balance by holding NMFS accountable
for fulfilling its mandate to aid the
recovery of imperiled right whales
without causing undue economic
injury to the lobster industry.”

month we were able to refine our plan to ensure we were
reaching millions of consumers with our messaging and
encouraging continued purchase of Maine lobster.”
Lobstermen as well as boat builders were also heartened
by the announcement in August by the EPA that implementation of Tier 4 diesel engine requirements would be
delayed, a decision long sought by the MLA. Tier 4 engine
standards are designed to reduce particulate and nitrogen
oxide emissions, but the technology for creating engines
that can fit and operate safely in lobster boats is lacking.
Thus new or re-fit vessels can’t be in compliance with
the law. As Chris Welch, a Kennebunk lobsterman, said,
“Lobstermen, particularly those who fish offshore, will
continue to be able to carry a large number of traps without sacrificing time or putting undue strain on their engines, which ultimately makes for
safer fishing.” The MLA has asked
for the exemption from the rule to
be made permanent.
Lobstermen have had many difficult issues to face in recent years,
among them the growing dominance of offshore wind energy projects in the New England states.
Offshore wind energy will be of increasing importance in the Gulf of
Maine in coming years. Maine, New
Hampshire and Massachusetts are
now taking part in the Bureau of
Ocean Energy Management’s Gulf
of Maine Task Force, whose purpose is to facilitate coordination
among federal, state, local, and
tribal governments regarding the
wind energy leasing process on the
Outer Continental Shelf in the Gulf
of Maine. This month Landings begins a new series on advances in
offshore wind power and government regulation. We begin with a
look at the history of offshore wind
projects in Maine.

The resilience of lobster sales also
provided another bright spot during the summer. While the market
may not be as strong as last year, it
There have been a few bright spots
has been better than many expectfor lobstermen in an otherwise
ed. Lobster dealers and procesworrisome summer. MLMC photo.
sors showed a surprising degree of
We also continue our series on
nimbleness as they switched from
Maine’s small harbors with an arwholesale markets to the retail
ticle on Pine Point, part of the
sector for lobster sales. Grocery store chains and direct- town of Scarborough. Known as Owascoag, “land of much
to-consumer sales offered homebound consumers the grass,” by Native Americans, Pine Point has a long history
opportunity to cook and serve lobster and, according to as coastal fishing port whose fishermen fished for cod, polNielsen data, they were quick to do so. But, as John Sackton lock, mackerel and herring in years past. Others made a livof SeafoodNews.com points out, many of those purchases ing from the vast clam flats in the area or fished for shrimp
were influenced by the economic stimulus checks sent and scallops in the winter. Now the harbor, like so many
by the federal government and increased unemployment others on the Maine coast, is largely dependent on lobster.
benefits, the latter of which ended in July. Sackton warns With a new municipal pier whose construction was supthat as the summer turns to fall and the Maine lobster sea- ported by the Working Waterfront Access Program, Pine
son enters its time of greatest harvest, consumers may find Point continues to be a small but lively fishing port.
they have less money to spend on lobster and other sea- And finally, it’s a fact that lobstermen and tourists have
food items.
a strange but generally cheerful relationship. Lobstermen
The announcement in late August that tariffs on U.S. lobster had been suspended by the European Union (EU) gave
another boost to lobster dealers and processors. The EU
market, which once comprised 20% of U.S. lobster exports,
had tariffs of between 8% and 20% on live lobster and
value-added products. When Canada negotiated a trade
agreement with the EU in 2017, U.S. lobster was at a great
disadvantage. The new agreement, which calls for the U.S.
to reduce by 50% tariffs on $160 million in EU items, would
drop those tariffs for five years.
We also hear from Marianne Lacroix, executive director
of the Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative (MLMC),
about her organization’s efforts to boost demand for Maine
lobster by home cooks. As the effects of the pandemic unfolded this spring, the MLMC began a marketing campaign
targeted at consumers. The strategy included new lobster
recipes, how-to content, digital advertising to reach consumers and media stories focused on in-home prep and
industry support. As Lacroix points out, “In less than a

see the summer as a time of hard work and, possibly, profit. Tourists, on the other hand, are on vacation, often in a
part of the world new and delightfully different to them.
It’s common for the tourists to be curious about what
lobstermen are doing every day. After one too many questions, however, lobsterman William Ohnemus posted a
query to the Facebook site All Things Lobstering, popular
with commercial lobstermen throughout New England:
what are some of the questions you hear from tourists?
The responses flooded in. We have selected a few of the
best to offer some humor at the end of a long and truly
difficult summer.
I hope you enjoy this issue of Landings. We welcome your
feedback.
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MLMC aims to inspire more home lobster cooks

By Marianne Lacroix
We are well into peak lobster season in Maine, so it’s timely to share an update on the MLMC’s marketing activities and the pivots we’ve made due to the
impacts of the pandemic. Our primary focus since March has been to make
Maine Lobster more approachable for home cooks who represent the best opportunity for increasing demand. The campaign includes new recipes, how-to
content, digital advertising to reach consumers and media stories focused on
in-home prep and industry support.
Forbes reported that with the pandemic there has been a significant jump in social
media use, particularly in certain categories. Cooking conversation, for example,
saw an increase of 110% as people were suddenly faced with the prospect of preparing every meal at home. When promoting a food product, it helps to work with
people and organizations that set food trends and influence food purchases. Over
the past few years as we targeted foodservice operators, we focused on prominent
and rising chefs who other chefs looked to for inspiration. When the pandemic
hit, we knew that we needed to work with those who influence consumers.
First, we developed a library of content that would inspire people who usually
enjoy seafood in a restaurant to prepare it at home. We turned to food social
media influencers — who serve as trusted third party advocates — to reach
consumers looking for recipes and inspiration around what to prepare at home.
We tapped five food influencers to develop recipes that would appeal to novice home cooks with ingredients that would be readily available in a pandemic
pantry. They created 19 recipes complete with photos and videos designed for
social media sharing. We also used the content to populate a Resources for
the Home Cook section of our website with everything people need to prepare
lobster at home. We then used paid advertising to specifically target interested
consumers to visit our site for relevant information and to find a supplier to
purchase product from.
In addition to influencer channels, we focused on Pinterest as a key component
of the program — the top channel for consumers seeking our new products
and recipe inspiration. Our recipe pins for Summer Cookout, Pasta Dishes and
Comfort Foods were particularly popular, driving a 60% higher than average
click through rate compared to industry benchmarks.

We also took advantage of opportunities as they arise. We recently learned through
a partnership with a hotel group in Kennebunkport that Queer Eye’s Antoni
Porowski was planning a visit to Maine. We arranged for him to go out on a lobster
boat and enjoy a lobster roll at a local restaurant, all of which he captured and
shared on his social channels. We photographed his activities and posted them
on our social media channels, in addition to sharing them with relevant media
outlets including E! News! and Boston.com. This resulted in over 15 million media
impressions, many of which included messaging about eating Maine lobster.
As the industry faces unprecedented challenges this year, it’s important to remember that marketing can be nimble and adjust to the realities of the environment. In less than a month we were able to refine our plan to ensure we
were reaching millions of consumers with our messaging, and encouraging
continued purchase of Maine lobster. Our efforts provide a foundation of goodwill and loyalty that maintains the brand integrity of Maine lobster, helping the
industry to weather these challenging times.
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In addition to advertising, the MLMC works to have
Marianne
a continual stream of positive press (“earned media”)
Lacroix is the
about Maine Lobster generated by pitching stories to
executive director
target media outlets. In the spring, we adjusted our
of the MLMC.
focus to outlets we knew our target consumers were
reading. During the summer we highlighted the importance of supporting the industry through the purchase and consumption
of Maine lobster and emphasized the options for preparing Maine lobster at
home. In May through July this year, we secured 32 articles in media outlets
such as Food & Wine, Real Simple, Forbes and Thrillist resulting in over 436 million total impressions.
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Digital advertising has also played a big role in the marketing program this year

because it allows us to strategically target consumers
that are likely to buy seafood. The Maine Lobster digital
campaign included display advertising on relevant media sites such as Cooking Light, Real Simple and Delish
where consumers are already seeking culinary inspiration. The display campaign reached over 4.2 million
people with an interest in lobster or seafood. Between
Pinterest and display advertising, the Home Cooks campaign resulted in over 10 million media impressions.

Page 4 | LANDINGS | September 2020

From

THE DOCK

Concern rises over aquaculture project in Harpswell

To the editor:
Last fall I had a conversation with Running Tide Technologies, an industrial/
global-minded oyster rearing outfit. I pointed out where lobster traps are fished
in Ewing Narrows in Harpswell and where they are not in order to avoid gear
conflict. In the spring they showed up with 2500-pound anchors, a metal building on a float, four large aluminum floats with more coming, exactly where
traps are fished.
The Town of Harpswell Harbormaster approved eight LPAs (Limited Purpose
Aquaculture) and Running Tide has applied for a 20-year lease with the
Department of Marine Resources (DMR) for 2.5 acres and 21 more metal floats
on lobster grounds and another eight acre lease on Middle Bay in Harpswell.
Their set up is in the middle of heavy boat traffic. Running Tide folks are from
away; they are backed by a double-digit million-dollar venture capitalist.

ing, clamming, scalloping, oyster dragging, striper fishing and sailing. What
makes this conflict special is that Running Tide knew there would be conflict
and went ahead anyway. Like spoiled children, they gotta have what they want.
Commissioner Keliher and his aquaculture crew will likely smell a rat; they are
sharp. For as much as the DMR and State encourage aquaculture, this “take
what you want” attitude with intention of producing more than twice the oyster harvest of all Maine oyster landings put together is not about jobs or diversity or Maine or respect. It is about something else!
Jim Coffin
Brunswick, Maine
Note: “Limited Purpose Aquaculture” is a license for which there is a $50 fee, renewable annually, for up to 400 square feet of space for designated types of gear
for culturing certain species of shellfish, algae, or sea urchins in a single location.

While many of us enjoy eating oysters, we already have oystermen in the area
who follow the guidelines of no gear conflict. These waters are used for lobsterCourt ruling continued from page 1

ability of interactions between lobster gear and right whales during the fall
and winter months is slight and recognized the importance of completing the
ongoing stakeholder process. As a result, he denied the plaintiffs’ request for
completion of the Biological Opinion by January 31, 2021.
“MLA’s legal team left no stone unturned in our court submissions. We submitted extensive expert testimony so the judge was able to understand more
fully the complexity of threats to right whales, the lack of evidence linking the
lobster fishery to entanglements, and the difficulty of identifying effective protection measures,” said Mary Anne Mason, one of the MLA’s two-person legal
team. “We pushed the judge to consider the basic principle of administrative
law — that the regulatory agency should be given deference to use its specialized expertise to design regulations fulfilling its statutory mission.”
In his ruling, Judge Boasberg noted how much has already been done by NMFS
to evaluate expanded protections for right whales and how close it is to completing the process. Effectively closing a large area of the fishery south of
Nantucket would have been, in the judge’s opinion, a “short-lived and uncertain
reduction of risk” that did not outweigh the public interest in a new rule that
relies on scientific and technical expertise and is informed by input from stakeholders and the public.

The court case brought by whale activist Max Strahan against the Maine
Department of Marine Resources (DMR) and NMFS in 2019 seeking to prohibit
the use of vertical lines in Maine’s lobster fishery is pending in Bangor District
Court. Judge Lance Walker denied Strahan’s request for a preliminary injunction on August 10, 2020. Strahan appealed that decision, which will be heard
by the First Circuit Court of Appeals later this year. Strahan sought a similar
injunction in Massachusetts against that state’s lobster fishery. Based on an
April ruling, Massachusetts must obtain an Incidental Take Permit from NMFS
within 90 days, otherwise, Strahan may renew his motion to enjoin the use of
vertical lines in the Massachusetts fishery.
In addition, the plaintiffs in the Washington, D.C., case remain actively committed to changing the rules for the New England lobster fishery. “They will continue to push the industry in every way they can with the aim of eventually moving
to ropeless fishing or an equivalent,” Mason said. “They will push to get to a
place where they can say there is truly zero risk to right whales. This decision
is just a half a loaf for the environmental groups. They are not going anywhere.”

“The judge made clear his obligation to ensure that NMFS takes prompt action
given the very serious threats facing right whales. But he also emphasized that the
solution is not as easy as closing an area of the ocean simply because whales have
been observed there. Instead, [the plaintiffs] needed to produce credible evidence
showing how, where, and when whales are likely to become entangled,” Mason
continued. The judge concluded the plaintiffs’ had not provided such evidence.
An important feature of this decision is that the judge gave weight to the economic harm that closure of the lobster fishery would cause, another issue highlighted in MLA’s expert testimony. “The judge looked at the equitable factors
he had to weigh before issuing an injunction [to close an area of the fishery],”
Mason explained. “The plaintiffs were unable to demonstrate that there likely
will be harm to the whales between now and next May. By contrast, MLA submitted compelling evidence of real hardship to lobstermen, which the judge
concluded had to be taken into account.”
Relying on a case in the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals, the plaintiffs argued that,
under the Endangered Species Act (ESA), only harm to the endangered species
could be considered, not economic harm. Although the judge had emphasized
that “Congress enacted the ESA in 1973 ‘to halt and reverse the trend toward
species extinction, whatever the cost’ in the first phase of this case, he fully examined legal precedents and determined that the plaintiffs had not demonstrated a dire case in which failure to act would result in extinction of a species.
Given this circumstance, he ruled against imposing unnecessary hardship on
lobstermen whose businesses could be permanently lost.
“The court showed great wisdom in understanding the importance of buy-in
from the states and fishing industry in achieving protections for right whales. It
demonstrated prudent judgment in recognizing NMFS, rather than the court,
as the appropriate management authority,” McCarron added. “However, we are
not out of the woods yet.”
To complete the new Biological Opinion for the lobster fishery by May 31, 2021,
NMFS must issue an Incidental Take Statement (ITS) for right whales, something that it has never done before. An incidental take is the unintentional
take of an endangered or threatened species. As part of the Incidental Take
Statement, a plan must be created to make the likelihood of any take “negligible.” “This is uncharted territory for the lobster industry,” noted McCarron.
“The judge has made it clear that NMFS can no longer permit the lobster fishery
without an ITS based on the fishery’s historic interactions with right whales. So
the MLA and its members have been working with the State of Maine and NMFS
to address the kind of measures that would be required to meet this standard.”
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Lobster sales continued from page 1

demic hit in March gave us the opportunity to find new methods of distribution
before we had product to sell,” said Marianne LaCroix, executive director of the
Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative. “The pivot overall was more of a focus
on expanding business with existing customers and targeting new retail customers as opposed to getting into retail from scratch.” Grocery chains such as
Hannaford and Market Basket have promoted New England lobster throughout
the summer as an affordable and easy-to-prepare food item for those stuck at
home.

“Sixty to seventy percent of [U.S.] lobster sales
are in New England and New York, New Jersey,
Pennsylvania. The retail market can’t carry the
fishery all by itself.”
As John Sackton, founder of SeafoodNews.com, wrote in July, COVID-wary consumers quickly showed that eating seafood at a restaurant was more often a
matter of convenience rather than a fear of cooking. During the spring and
summer months, according to Nielsen data cited by Sackton, consumers purchased frozen seafood in dramatic numbers; grocery sales of seafood nationally
jumped 22.6% during the spring months compared to 2019.
“Next there will be an effort on the part of the retailers to hang on to the new
customers,” Sackton said in a recent interview. “However, the economic component will be more important in the fall. A lot of sales of more expensive frozen
seafood, such as lobster and crab, were helped by the stimulus.” With millions
of Americans unemployed and a reduction in unemployment benefits since the
end of July, those customers who once could afford frozen or prepared lobster
items may choose to spend their limited dollars in different ways this fall.
The Maine lobster fishery is in a peculiar position. Due to tariffs instituted by
the Trump administration against China, sales of lobster to that country evaporated in 2018 and have not rebounded despite a thawing of trade relations announced in January. In the first six months of 2020, China bought just $25.9
million of U.S. lobster, according to the U.S. Census Bureau. That is 23% less
than what it had bought in the first half of 2019, and 61% less than its 2018 sales
purchases during the same period.
Maine processors have faced additional tariff obstacles in selling to Europe,
which has been cautiously re-opening its economies this summer. Canada and
the EU signed free trade agreement in 2017, putting U.S. lobster at a disadvantage. “It’s hard when your markets are cut off in three directions. We can sell
domestically or to Canada,” Sackton said bluntly. However, the removal of EU
tariffs was announced in late August, which is hoped will stimulate opportunity
in this market.
In Canada, the lobster sector took a hard look early on at what the 2020 season
might bring, noted Geoff Irvine, executive director of the Lobster Council of
Canada, in the August issue of Landings. Concern that all lobster markets might
collapse entirely turned to cautious optimism as orders for frozen tails picked
up. By mid-May, seafood processors in the Maritime provinces were facing increased demand for product while also dealing with a sharply reduced pool of
labor, due to restrictions on travel by foreign workers to Canada. “Prices stabilized. They have been buying from Maine and processing frozen lobster tail on
assumption of continued demand,”
Sackton said. “But if there is an economic pullback this fall, it is likely
to hit those more expensive lobster
tails.”
Ready-to-eat seafood meals are still
making a strong showing among
grocery store customers. For example, Bristol Seafood, a Portland
seafood processor, has seen sharply increased demand for its “My
Fish Dish,” introduced in 2019. The
Ready-to-eat seafood sales have
line offers 18 different meals using
risen but lobster is not often an
frozen cod from Norway or U.S.ingredient in such items. Bristol
sourced scallops, Atlantic salmon
Seafood photo.
or sockeye salmon. The company
plans to expand its product line this
fall with unfrozen, ready-to-go packages of fish for home cooks.
But lobster is often too pricey for such prepared meals, Sackton said. Instead,
processors are producing frozen lobster at a price that allows them to sell it profitably in the current market, not as value-added products. How long that can
go on is a question unanswerable at the moment. “Sixty to seventy percent of
[U.S.] lobster sales are in New England and New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania,”
Sackton explained. “The retail market can’t carry the fishery all by itself.”
Online sales
Online sales of just about every food item imaginable have surged during the
months of the pandemic. Among the items proving popular with home-bound
gourmets is lobster roll kits. Eventide restaurant in Portland sells a make-it-

yourself lobster roll kit through Goldbelly, a gourmet food shipping company
operating nationwide, as does The Clam Shack in Kennebunk.
For Mark Murrell, founder of GetMaineLobster.com, the shift among consumers toward ordering their food online has been nothing short of remarkable. “In
August last year we shipped somewhere between 1200 to 1500 boxes. This year
we are doing six times that amount,” he said.
Since the company’s inception in 2010, GetMaineLobster has provided some
form of lobster to at least 400,000 people, according to Murrell. In a given year,
the company fulfills orders from approximately 80,000 people, shipping everything from live lobsters and frozen lobster tails and meat to lobster roll kits
throughout the country.
“Typically 70% of the orders are lobster tails and meat, but right now lobster
roll kits are on fire,” Murrell said. “I ordered 600 six-pack New England split top
rolls just this week!” The company owns a wharf and property on Commercial
Street in Portland and Murrell buys the catch of lobstermen berthed there.
However, he also credits his good relationships with several large lobster processors and buyers with the company’s ability to meet the sharp uptick in demand during the pandemic. “We are buying about 3,000 pounds of processed
product each week now,” he said.
Other
companies,
such
as Lobster Anywhere in
Massachusetts, Maine Lobster
Now in Portland, and The
Lobster Guy in Rhode Island,
also are shipping more orders of
lobster products to home-bound
consumers. “But there’s room for
more competition,” Murrell said.
“Seafood consumption is up and
there’s lots of demand. During
the past four holidays, we had to
stop taking orders because we
couldn’t meet them.”
Even when the virus is under
control and people feel more at
ease shopping and dining out,
demand for online seafood will
still remain strong, according to
Murrell. “I think this volume is
sustainable. It will go down a little when people start going out
but I think there’s been a major
shift in consumer behavior on
how to acquire food,” he said.

Lobster dealers found retail outlets
for Maine lobsters this summer but
questions remain whether those
markets can remain strong. MLMC
photo.

European Union tariffs on lobster and
lobster products suspended for five years
In late August the European Union agreed to eliminate import tariffs on
U.S. lobster. In exchange, the U.S. will reduce import taxes on $160 million
worth of European goods by 50%, including cigarette lighters and certain
crystal glassware. Tariffs on U.S. lobsters currently range between 8% on
live lobster and 20% on frozen or value-added products. This is the first
time in twenty years that the EU and the U.S. have completed a negotiated
tariff reduction.
During a June visit to Maine, President Trump ordered his trade representative, Peter Navarro, to pursue aid for U.S. lobstermen. Exports of
lobster from Maine had taken a tumble in the past several years. The EU
had signed a trade agreement with Canada in late 2017, which eliminated
tariffs on imported Canadian lobster. That year the U.S. sold $104 million
worth of lobster to the 27 countries in the EU, or 20% of total U.S. lobster exports, according to the U.S. Census Bureau. By 2019 that figure had
dropped to $51 million. Lobster dealers took an additional hit in 2018,
when China instituted substantial tariffs on U.S. lobsters as part of the ongoing U.S.-China trade war.
The new U.S. agreement, which is retroactive to August 1 and would drop
the lobster tariffs for five years, still needs approval from EU governments
and the European Parliament. A request by the U.S. for a deal on lobsters
had been rejected by the EU last year, with Brussels insisting on a broader
package, but more recently the two sides have shown signs of trying to reduce tensions. A wider trade deal, which the two sides started discussing
last year, has remained out of reach.
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patrice@mainelobstermen.org
Membership Director
Andi Pelletier
andi@mainelobstermen.org
Office Assistant
Becky Marshall

Maine Lobstermen’s
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2 Storer St., Suite 203
Kennebunk, ME 04043
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www.mainelobstermen.org
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’
MEETING SCHEDULE

In response to the
COVID-19 pandemic, the
MLA has suspended all
in-person meetings.

STEAMING AHEAD
For over sixty years the Maine Lobstermen’s Association
(MLA) has represented the state’s lobster ﬁshery in the
same way: attending countless meetings, hundreds of
hours of legislative and regulatory hearings, and meeting
with Maine’s Congressional delegation. Over the years we
have gotten pretty good at it. We’ve had some wins and a
few defeats but we know the system and how it works.

puts right whales in jeopardy and to draft an Incidental
Take Statement for right whales. The decision is a strong
one that keeps the fishery open through the year and into
next spring. It came about largely because the MLA made
clear to the judge the economic and cultural importance of
the lobster industry and lobstermen’s long-standing protection measures related to right whales.

But as most of you know the way we are being targeted
now by outside interests has changed. Environmental organizations and individuals now use the court system to
get what they want. With huge war chests these environmental groups are determined to inﬂuence policy with
lawsuit after lawsuit. This is not an area that the MLA as
an association typically participates in, but the MLA board
decided almost two years ago that we can no longer sit on
the sidelines and not have a voice in our fate.

I want to take this opportunity to personally thank all those
who have donated to the Legal Defense Fund. Without you
the lobster fishery’s point of view would not have been
heard by the court. I am amazed at the generosity of so
many ﬁshermen, businesses, and nonﬁshing individuals
who have given money because they know how much the
coast of Maine stands to lose both ﬁnancially and traditionally if the lobster industry is forever changed.

In 2018 the board voted to intervene in the lawsuit brought
by four national environmental organizations against the
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), knowing that
to do so would be expensive but hoping that
the lobster industry
would step up as needed. As the old saying
goes, “You don’t take a
knife to a gun ﬁght.” We
knew that to be effective we needed a great
legal team and the best
expert witnesses to tell
our side of the story.
And for that, we needed
money.

I also want to take this opportunity to ask those who
haven’t given yet to consider doing so. I understand those
lobstermen who are independent and reluctant to join any
association, but in this legal attack on the lobster fishery
no single individual can effectively represent his or her interests, it’s just too expensive. Just
a small donation from each of
the 4000-plus commercial lobster license-holders annually
would result in a pretty good
pool of funds to draw from. The
environmentalists have been
driving this issue for way too
long. It’s time for the lobster industry to invest so that we can
do more than just respond to
their agenda.

The financial assistance of fishermen, individuals
We also chose to inAnd if anyone thinks that once
and businesses throughout the state helped the MLA
tervene in the lawthese two cases are ruled on
suit brought in August
it is all over.... think again! We
prevail in Washington, D.C. district court. But other
2019 by Max “Prince
still have a long way to go to
court cases loom in the future. Photo courtesy of the
of Whales” Strahan
ensure that the Maine lobster
city of Rockland.
against the Department
fishery can continue to operate
of Marine Resources
without posing a threat to right
and NMFS in Bangor federal court. Strahan wants to pro- whales and that our kids and grandkids can have the same
hibit the use of all vertical lines in the lobster fishery in or- chances to fish as we had. The reality is that this situation
der to protect right whales.
is most likely the new normal. A new lawsuit to protect enTo go to court is not a decision made lightly. We knew it dangered right whales could and probably will be ﬁled at
certainly wasn’t going to be cheap. But thanks to so many any time. Regardless, as we have
generous donations to the MLA’s Legal Defense Fund by during the past 66 years, the
numerous individuals and businesses we have been able to MLA, with your help, will conmake sure industry’s voice is heard. In late August, Judge tinue to stand ready to defend
Boasberg ruled that NMFS will have until May 31, 2021, our way of life!
to complete its Biological Opinion under the Endangered
Species Act on whether the New England lobster fishery

Kristan Porter
MLA President

WHALE UPDATES

‘Congress enacted the ESA in 1973 “to halt and reverse
the trend toward species extinction, whatever the cost,’
his willingness to strike a balance that avoids unnecessary economic harm to the industry while protecting an
endangered species was a welcome surprise for the fishing
industry.

On August 19, D.C. District Court Judge Boasberg issued
his ruling in the federal court case Center for Biological
Diversity v. Ross on how to address his earlier finding that
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) had violated
the Endangered Species Act (ESA) when it issued its 2014
Biological Opinion on the lobster fishery without including an Incidental Take Statement on North Atlantic right
whales.
The judge has given NMFS until May 31, 2021 to complete
the new Biological Opinion and whale rules but will require
the agency to update the court on its progress every 60
days. In doing so, the judge has averted a shutdown of the
lobster fishery. He also denied an unprecedented request
from the plaintiffs to designate a massive new closure area
south of Nantucket, a closure unsupported by science and
unvetted by the stakeholder process.
Given the judge’s emphasis in his earlier ruling that

The judge cited a First Circuit court ruling that stated
“where the species’ injury to be avoided is less “dire” than
immediate extinction…, the ESA does not require courts
to grant the most species-protective injunction possible.
Rather, courts retain their discretion to weigh the competing interests, taking into consideration harm to the defendants while nonetheless ‘affording protection of endangered
species the highest of priorities’ in their balancing.”
In applying this legal precedent, Judge Boasberg cited declarations submitted by the Maine Lobstermen’s Association
(MLA), Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association and
Atlantic Offshore Lobstermen’s Association. The judge
wrote, “In this case, a decree ordering the immediate cessation of lobster fishing in a large area would disrupt fish-
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ermen’s current operations and their near-term plans. But the harm may well
be more severe. The COVID-19 pandemic has gutted the market for lobster, cutting the price in half and pushing fishermen, most of whom are self-employed,
to the economic brink.” He continued, “The Court does not believe that the
SNERA’s [the proposed closure south of Nantucket] short-lived and uncertain
reduction in entanglement risk can justify the permanent economic and social
damage that could accompany the closure.”
This is a tremendous outcome for the Maine lobster industry. It would not have
been possible without MLA’s strong presence in the court proceeding. MLA effectively communicated the importance of the lobster industry to the court
and soundly demonstrated the lack of data tying the lobster industry to the
right whale decline. The MLA’s intervention certainly influenced the constructive way the judge handled this very sensitive decision.
While MLA welcomes this good news, we must also recognize that we still have
a long way to go on the right whale issue to ensure that the Maine lobster fishery continues to operate in a manner that does not harm right whales and ensures a viable future for today’s lobstermen and for future generations.
UNDERSTANDING THE JUDGE’S ORDER
Due to the highly endangered status of North Atlantic right whales and documented historic interactions with lobster gear, NMFS is required under the
Endangered Species Act (ESA) to issue a Biological Opinion and Incidental Take
Statement (ITS) for right whales in order to permit the fishery. The Biological
Opinion and ITS include mitigation measures which meet the standards of
both the ESA and the Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) to ensure that
the operation of the fishery will not jeopardize the existence of right whales or
have more than a negligible impact on the species. If a valid Biological Opinion
is not in place, NMFS cannot legally permit the lobster fishery.
Order 1. “The portion of the 2014 Biological Opinion on the American lobster
fishery pertaining to the North Atlantic right whale is hereby VACATED and
REMANDED to the agency”
By vacating the 2014 Biological Opinion on the American lobster fishery pertaining to right whales, the judge has determined that it does not meet the
requirements of the law and therefore is no longer valid. The judge has asked
NMFS to issue a new biological opinion by remanding it back to the agency.
The judge writes:
“[T]here is little “doubt whether the agency chose correctly” in promulgating
the 2014 BiOp without an ITS: it did not.”
“The agency has already explained why it did not include an ITS with the [2014]
BiOp: although the text of the ESA and MMPA prohibited such exclusion, the
agency believed it was preferable to issue the BiOp anyway rather than close
the lobster fishery. The Court rejected that argument, and it is therefore “certain that the agency” cannot cure its errors on remand “because the actions
taken were not statutorily authorized”.”
Order 2. “Vacatur is STAYED until May 31, 2021”
Given the dire consequence of vacating the 2014 Biological Opinion, which
would remove NMFS’s authorization to permit the fishery, the judge stayed the
effective date of vacatur thus allowing the Biological Opinion to remain in place
while NMFS completes a new BiOp with an ITS for right whales. A critical decision point was whether the judge would require NMFS to complete the new
rule and accompanying BiOp by January 31, 2021, as Plaintiffs proposed, or give
the agency until May 31, 2021 as NMFS and industry intervenors requested.
The judge writes:
“If the stay expires before the new Plan and BiOp go into effect, the lobster fishery would presumably have to cease operating on February 1, 2021.”
“The agency, it should be noted, has previously used its emergency authority
under section 118(g) of the MMPA [in 1997] to immediately implement interim right whale protective measures despite a new TRP rule being only a few
months away. Here, though, NMFS has declined to use that power, concluding
that the risk of entanglement of right whales in NMFS-controlled waters between January and May 2021 is not pronounced enough to warrant “emergency
. . . action in an expedited timeframe with limited public involvement,” largely
because lobster fishing decreases during those cold months.”
“[As] requested by the Government, the Court will stay vacatur until May 31,
2021 — the date by which NMFS promises the new superseding BiOp will be
promulgated — there will be no period in which a BiOp is not in operation. Put
another way, there should be no interim closure of the fishery. Vacatur plus
a nine-month stay is also appropriate, in the Court’s equitable discretion, because it gives NMFS an incentive to complete the Plan amendments within the
timeframe the agency has provided.”

Order 3. “Plaintiffs request for an injunction prohibiting the National Marine
Fisheries Service from authorizing the use of static vertical lines in the proposed Southern New England Restricted Area is DENIED”
The plaintiffs asked the Court to prohibit NMFS from authorizing the use of
fishing gear with vertical lines in an important new whale habitat south of
Cape Cod in Massachusetts until NMFS has implemented the new whale rules.
The court acknowledged that since lobstermen use vertical lines, this request
would result in a year-round closure of an area roughly the size of Connecticut
to lobster fishing. The industry associations raised concern that lobstermen
would shift fishing gear resulting in an increase in gear density along the
boundaries of the closure, making entanglement more likely.
The judge writes:
“The gear-shift dispute illustrates
perfectly the reasons for the
Court’s decision not to order the
creation of the [closure] even in
the face of likely irreparable harm.
Such a decree would substitute the
Court’s judgment for NMFS’s, even
though the agency is the expert
best positioned to judge whether a
measure such as the closure would
help at all, let alone be appropriate as a management tool. Under
the MMPA, it is NMFS, not this
Court, that Congress has tasked
with making such judgments after engaging in the deliberate and
deliberative Take Reduction Plan
process. With that process close
to fruition, it would not be in the
public interest for the Court to unilaterally invent significant rightwhale protective measures.”

North Atlantic right whale with
calf. NOAA image.

Order 4. “Defendants [NMFS] shall submit status reports updating the Court
on their progress toward new rules and a new BiOp beginning September 30,
2020, and every sixty days thereafter”
The judge writes:
“Although the Court therefore finds the May 31, 2021, deadline acceptable, it
will look with considerable disfavor on any future requests by NMFS for even
more time to complete the new rule and BiOp.”
NMFS PROPOSED SCHEDULE FOR WHALE RULES AND
BIOLOGICAL OPINION
Draft Whale Rules: NMFS submitted a draft of new whale rules to the Office of
Information and Regulatory Affairs (OIRA) in the Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) on July 8. The OIRA review can take up to 90 days with the possibility of an extension of an additional 30 days.
Publication of Proposed Rule (whale rules): Once the OIRA review of the draft
rule is complete, NMFS anticipates publication of a Proposed Rule in the
Federal Register in the late summer or early fall, when it will also make its Draft
Economic Impact Statement (DEIS) available for public comment. NMFS intends to provide up to a 75-day public comment period on the proposed rule
and a 45-day public comment period on the DEIS.
Draft Biological Opinion: NMFS anticipates public release of the draft Biological
Opinion to be shared with the New England Fishery Management Council
(NEFMC), the Mid Atlantic Fishery Management Council (MAFMC), and the
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC) in the late summer or
early fall. This will provide the fishery management councils an opportunity to
raise questions or express concerns and the public an opportunity to weigh in.
Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) and Final Rule (whale rules):
After completion of the public comment periods, NMFS will review and address
submitted comments before issuing a Final Environmental Impact Statement
(FEIS) and final rule. OIRA will review the final rule, which can take up to 45
days. However, if OIRA finds material changes in facts and circumstances compared to the draft rule, their review of the final rule can take up to 90 days.
Final Biological Opinion: The completion of the Biological Opinion is linked
to completion of the rulemaking process, as the analysis of the effects of the
fisheries as modified by the rulemaking necessitates knowing what measures
will be in the final rule.
May 31, 2021: NMFS anticipates publication of the Final Whale Rules and
Biological Opinion.
Continued on page 8
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MLA continued from page 7

FEDERAL WHALE CASE IN BANGOR DISTRICT COURT
On August 10, U.S. District Judge Lance Walker issued an order denying a motion for interim injunctive relief from plaintiff Max Strahan. The plaintiff ’s
motion had requested, in part, that the Court issue a preliminary injunction
against DMR’s Commissioner Keliher and NOAA Fisheries to prevent the agencies “from further licensing any fishing gear utilizing [vertical buoy ropes]” in
both state and federal waters. Judge Walkers order does not dismiss the lawsuit, just the motion for relief; the litigation remains active.
Commissioner Keliher commented in a written statement, “I am gratified that
the Court determined the plaintiff had not met his burden on this motion, as
it would have had severe impacts on the Maine fishery. Given that ropeless
technologies have not been adequately developed, the use of vertical lines in
the fishery is necessary for effective enforcement and operation of the fishery.
The State of Maine continues to be committed to finding ways to reduce risk to
right whales, while also ensuring the safety of our fishermen.”
BAIT UPDATES
Maine’s Small-Scale Menhaden Fishery Open
Atlantic menhaden are managed by the ASMFC under Amendment 3. The
ASMFC ‘s Atlantic Menhaden Board set the total allowable catch for the 2020
fishing seasons at 216,000 metric tons. Maine’s allocation of Atlantic menhaden quota is 0.52% or 2,438,677 pounds. Maine’s state directed fishery landed
this quota as of June 19 when that fishery closed. Maine transitioned to its
Episodic Events Fishery Set Aside program (EESA), which was declared closed
on July 7 when DMR estimated that 4.1 million pounds of the available 4.7 million pound quota had been landed to avoid incurring overage in this program.
DMR opened the Incidental and Small-Scale fishery on July 9. Participants
must adhere to the following regulatory provisions: harvest allowed seven days
a week with a daily landing limit of 6,000 pounds; all fish must be immediately
stored in totes, crates or barrels; transfers at sea are prohibited; and all landings must be reported by the first Monday after they are landed.
Herring Management Area 1A

2020 Atlantic Herring Landings
For Data through August 27

Area
1A*
1B
2
3
Total

Quota 2020
3,214
483
3,120
4,378
11,195

Landings 2020
2,008
32
299
3,925
6,264

% 2019 Quota Landed YTD
63%
7%
10%
90%
56%

The ASMFC manages fishing effort associated with harvesting the Area 1A herring quota. The Area 1A sub-annual catch limit (ACL) is 2,957 metric tons (mt)
after adjusting for the research set-aside, the 30 mt fixed gear set-aside, and the
fact that Area 1A closes at 92% of the sub-ACL. The Board allocated 72.8% of
the sub-ACL for Area 1A to Season 1 (2,152 mt).

ble law, to provide assistance
to fishermen and producers
in the United States lobster
industry that continue to be
harmed by China’s retaliatory tariffs’ within 60 days.
We were encouraged by this
directive, given that we urged
President Trump to make
lobstermen eligible for this
aid more than a year ago. This
60-day period is now drawing to a close, but the U.S.
Packing a lobster for shipping. AP photo.
Department of Agriculture
(USDA) has yet to take any
further action. We urge you to
keep the President’s promise and immediately assist the thousands of Mainers
whose livelihoods depend on this critical industry.”
The delegation letter continues, “Unlike other types of food producers who
were affected by retaliatory tariffs and received prompt federal relief, Maine’s
lobstermen were not eligible for the $28 billion in trade mitigation aid that
USDA authorized in 2018 and 2019. With no end to these tariffs in sight and the
new burden of the COVID-19 pandemic also weighing heavily on the industry,
it is imperative that Maine’s lobster producers receive immediate support from
the Department.”
The MLA has participated in meetings with USDA to provide them with information on the Maine lobster industry, however, we have not received any
official word of how USDA plans to provide this promised relief to the lobster
industry.
EPA TIER 4 ENGINES
The MLA has been working with the Maine delegation and the EPA since 2017
seeking relief for the Maine lobster industry from EPA’s Tier 4 engine standards.
At issue has been a lack of commercially available Tier 4 engines to allow the
lobster industry to comply with the standards.
On August 19, the EPA announced adoption of focused relief from the Tier 4
standards in two phases for qualifying engines and vessels. The first phase sets
an implementation date of 2022 for propulsion engines with maximum power
output up to 1,400 kW and power density of at least 27.0 kW per liter displacement for vessels up 65 feet waterline length with total nameplate propulsion
power at or below 2,800 kW. This includes vessels such as lobster fishing boats,
pilot boats, and some research boats. The second phase sets an implementation date of 2024 for vessels with a single propulsion engine with maximum
power output up to 1,000 kW and power density of at least 35.0 kW per liter displacement, where the vessel is made with a nonmetal hull and has a maximum
length of 50 feet. These are expected to be primarily lobster or other fishing
boats.
For vessels meeting the phase two criteria, there is also a waiver provision
that can be used, if necessary, after the new start date for the Tier 4 standards
should suitable engines continue to be unavailable.

The Maine fishery began July and the New Hampshire/Massachusetts fishery
on July 20. It is projected that landings reached the closure trigger following
harvest on Friday, August 21. The Days Out Commissioners have designated
zero landing days beginning on August 22 through to September 30 for the
remainder of season 1.
Herring Management Area 3
The Area 3 directed herring fishery was closed on June 6 through January 31,
2021 when NMFS projected that 92% of the quota had been harvested.
Herring Stock Assessment
The Northeast Fisheries Science Center draft herring stock assessment was
peer reviewed in late June. While the results of the peer review are not yet available, the draft assessment indicates that Atlantic herring continue to experience poor recruitment and the stock level remains very low.
DELEGATION LETTER ON USDA RELIEF FOR LOBSTER
INDUSTRY
On August 19, Maine’s Congressional delegation wrote to USDA Secretary
Perdue regarding President Trump’s commitment to provide financial relief to
the lobster industry due to impacts of China’s retaliatory tariffs.
The delegation wrote, “President Trump’s June 24 memorandum . . . directed
you to ‘consider taking appropriate action, to the extent permitted by applica-

MLA board member Chris Welch spoke at the EPA announcement in
August. MLA photo.
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SEA GRANT TO SUPPORT INNOVATION FOR MAINE’S
WORKING WATERFRONT

EU TARIFFS ON LOBSTER REMOVED
On August 21, United States Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer and
European Union (EU) Trade Commissioner Phil Hogan announced agreement
on a package of tariff reductions that include the elimination of the EU tariffs on imports of U.S. live and frozen lobster products, retroactive to August 1,
2020.
The EU tariffs will be eliminated for a period of five years and the European
Commission will promptly initiate procedures aimed at making the tariff
changes permanent. The U.S. will reduce by 50% its tariff rates on certain products exported by the EU worth an average annual trade value of $160 million,
including certain prepared meals, certain crystal glassware, surface preparations, propellant powders, cigarette lighters and lighter parts. The U.S. tariff
reductions will also be made on a Most Favored Nation basis and are retroactive to begin August 1 as well.
DMR SEEKS PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ROCKLAND DREDGE
PROJECT; DUE SEPTEMBER 8
DMR is required to provide
the Maine Department of
Environmental Protection with
an assessment on the impacts
to the fishing industry of a proposed dredging operation. The
City of Rockland proposes to
dredge approximately 43,200
square feet of Rockland Harbor,
to a depth of up to seven feet below existing grade, in two areas
around the existing Rockland
Fish Pier. The dredge is for maintenance and expansion. The total volume of proposed dredging is 3,850 cubic yards with 300
cubic yards consisting of rock
removal and 3,550 cubic yards
consisting of sediment.
Dredging of sediment will be completed by mechanical methods using a barge
mounted excavator or crane with a clamshell bucket. Sediment will be loaded
onto a scow barge and transported approximately 4.9 miles to the Rockland
Disposal Site (RDS), which was approved by the Army Corp of Engineers.
Underwater rock removal will be completed by mechanical fracturing and removed with a barge-mounted excavator. Rock removed from the seabed will be
reused on the upland property or disposed offsite. Dredging activity will occur
between November 2020 and April 2021 in any given year.
DMR will accept written comments about the potential impacts of the proposed dredging operation on fishing in the area and on impacts to the fishing
industry of the proposed route to RDS until September 8. Comments should be
emailed to dmr.rulemaking@maine.gov or mailed to Amanda Ellis, Department
of Marine Resources, 21 State House Station, Augusta, Maine 04333. For more
information, contact Denis-Marc Nault at Denis-Marc.Nault@maine.gov or
(207) 592-0512.

Maine Sea Grant has announced a competition to generate great ideas in support of Maine’s working waterfront and coastal communities. Awards are available of up to $15,000. Applications are due September 14. Buoy Maine will focus on strengthening coastal/marine seafood and tourism-related industries,
highlighting the Maine brand and experience, building resiliency, and helping
Maine’s coastal businesses survive the COVID-19 pandemic. Partnerships are
encouraged. Any business or non-profit connected to the Maine seafood or
tourism industries or the heritage of its fishing communities are eligible to apply by September 14.
Select applicants will advance to the Buoy Maine Pitch Competition in October
where they will share their idea in a five-minute pitch. A panel of judges will
evaluate pitches, and awardees will receive up to $15,000 to further develop
their innovation over the next six months. Pitches that receive awards will be
made public after the Pitch event. Awardees will share their product and experience at the The Buoy Maine Finale, which will also serve as networking event
with investors in hopes to increase the opportunities for entrepreneurial ideas.
For more information, visit https://seagrant.umaine.edu/funding-opportunities/
buoy-maine.

Up to $15,000 is available to businesses or nonprofits involved in
Maine’s marine economy. AP photo.
LOBSTERMEN MAY QUALIFY FOR STATE ECONOMIC RELIEF
Governor Mills announced an Economic Recovery Grant Program program for
businesses and non-profit organizations that demonstrate a need for financial
relief based on lost revenues or expenses related to the disruption of business
operations caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. Grants will be distributed based
on a business’ demonstrated losses as a pro-rated percentage of the total losses
reported by qualified applicants. The grants are intended to assist in sustaining
the viability of Maine businesses and non-profits to assist in the stabilization of
Maines economy and accelerate the transition from short-term relief to a focus
on Maine’s 10-year Economic Development Strategy. Grant applications must
be completed and submitted by 11:59 p.m. on September 9. For more information visit www.maine.gov/decd/.

Fighting for Maine’s
lobster ﬁshery every day.
Successfully.
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EPA DELAYS TIER 4 DIESEL EMISSON STANDARDS
By Melissa Waterman
On August 20, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Administrator
Andrew Wheeler travelled to Maine to announce a delay in the implementation of Tier 4 marine diesel engine rules, an action that the Maine Lobstermen’s
Association (MLA) had long sought.
At present, certified Tier 4 marine diesel engines are not commercially available for use in Maine lobster boats. This
final rule provides regulatory relief by
amending EPA’s existing rules to allow
for the continued installation of Tier
3 engines in new vessels for a limited
time – until 2022 or 2024, depending
upon the size and type of vessel.
“This relief gives boat builders and operators flexibility to meet EPA standards during the next several years,”
said Wheeler. “Lobstermen and pilot
boat captains are at a particular disadvantage when changes in emission
rules occur, because the larger market for diesel engines can’t build new
models quickly enough for marine users – putting these operators in potential violation of pollution rules through
no fault of their own.”

The EPA regulations required boat owners to use the cleaner Tier 4 engines
when building new boats or repowering existing ones despite the fact that engine manufacturers haven’t yet been able to build Tier 4 engines that can fit
properly in lobster boats. The engines are too big and would take up far too
much space on already cramped fishing boats, a problem particularly vexing
for offshore lobstermen.
Kennebunk lobsterman Chris Welch, who is an MLA board member, said the
delay is a good decision for the industry. “Lobstermen, particularly
those who fish offshore, will continue to be able to carry a large number
of traps without sacrificing time or
putting undue strain on their engines, which ultimately makes for
safer fishing,” he said.

The final rule should provide engine manufacturers time to design
and certify engines that will both
comply with Tier 4 emission standards and work well in lobster boats.
The delay also will help those boat
builders who have found themselves
unable to obtain the certified engines needed for new vessels. The
MLA has asked for the exemption
EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler joins MLA board member Laurin Brooks aboard
from the rule to be made permanent.
his
vessel
Seaworthy
in
Kennebunkport.
EPA
photo.
Administrator Wheeler indicated the
In 2008, EPA adopted Tier 4 emission
EPA will consider the request, howstandards for new commercial marine
ever, the new rule includes a waiver
diesel engines at or above 800 hp in orprovision that can be used, if necesder to reduce emissions of particulates
sary, after the new start date for the Tier 4 standards should suitable engines
and oxides of nitrogen. Compliance was phased in over time, with the final
continue to be unavailable.
deadline in 2017. That is when the MLA, working with Maine’s Congressional
delegation and engine manufacturers, raised concerns with the EPA that certified Tier 4 engines remained wholly unavailable for installation in newly constructed lobster vessels seeking to power with engines of 800 hp or higher.

New England Marine & Industrial
www.newenglandmarine.com

Lobster Bands
We carry:
Printed and Non Printed
Sheddar
Standard
Cold Water Shedder
Jumbo

3ALES 3ERVICE -AINTENANCEAND)NSTALLATIONOF

5HJLVWHUHG(IILFLHQF\
0DLQH&RQWUDFWRU






Worcester Cow Hide Bait
We carry Regular and Hairless Bait
Call for Special Pricing on both 5 pail
purchases and pallet (20 pails) purchases
“One week notice needed on pallet purchases”

:DON,Q&RROHUV)UHH]HUV/REVWHU&KLOOHUV 7DQNV
%DLW&RROHUV)UHH]HUV,FH0DFKLQHV (TXLSPHQW3URFHVV5HIULJHUDWLRQ















&RPPHUFLDO,QGXVWULDO
6HUYLQJDOORI1HZ(QJODQG
/LFHQVHG,QVXUHG&HUWLILHG



BUOYS:
Spongex
Sea Alex
Polyform US
Polyform Norway

ZZZDSSOLHGUHIULJHUDWLRQFRP

E  
 
Rain Gear:
Guy Cotton
Grundens
Helly Hansen
NEMI Rain Gear
200 Spaulding Tpke
Portsmouth, NH
603-436-2836

Boots:
Guy Cotton
Xtratuff
Muck Boots
Servus
Grundens
294 Ocean St
Brant Rock, MA
781-834-9301

SINK
523(
86 Cemetary Rd
Stonington, ME
207-367-2692

)/2$7
523(

Highest quality ropes made in Maine
6XSHU6LQN6WHHO/LQHU(DV\3XOO)ORDW5RSHV
E   
2  6 
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WIND POWER PLANS PICK UP SPEED IN THE GULF OF MAINE
By Melissa Waterman
Technological advancement in the realm of offshore wind energy has sped up in
recent years. Newer designs tend to be larger in geographic as well as physical
size. Companies are searching for ever more efficient and innovative turbines and
anchoring systems, leading to confusion among the public and altered plans before governmental bodies. This month Landings begins a new series examining the
evolving world of offshore wind energy development.
History in Maine

might be produced through tidal, wave and wind energy in the Gulf. Its report
stated, “…by far the largest and most capable of supporting a low carbon energy future that is largely decoupled from foreign disruption are the great winds
which sweep across the Gulf of Maine. These winds are one of the great untapped energy resources on earth and hold the potential to supply a significant
portion of Maine’s energy needs.” The report called for Maine to produce 5,000
MW of offshore wind electricity by 2030.
Prior to the report’s release, Governor Baldacci’s Maine Offshore Energy
Demonstration Area Siting Initiative had
already identified specific areas in Maine
waters that could be used for an offshore
wind power demonstration project. One
such area, three miles off Monhegan
Island, was designated as a “Maine
Offshore Wind Energy Research Center”
to be used by the University of Maine as a
research and development site.

The first wind farm in Maine was constructed at Mars Hill in Aroostock
County in 2006. Funded and operated
by First Wind LLC, the development
featured 28 wind turbines producing
1.5 megawatts (MW) of electricity each.
After the successful construction of
Mars Hill, new wind power project apThe University of Maine, in collaboraplications came fast and furious aftertion with private companies, nonprofit
ward. By 2017, 16 wind farms of variorganizations and other universities, esous sizes were operating in Maine. In
tablished the DeepCwind Consortium
January 2018, Governor Paul LePage dein 2009 with $7.1 million in funding
clared a moratorium on new wind power
from the U.S. Department of Energy
construction in western and coastal
(DOE) from the American Recovery
Maine. In February, 2019, Governor
and Reinvestment Act, the first of mulJanet Mills rescinded the moratorium.
tiple federal grants to the project. The
Maine’s wind energy capacity on land
Consortium’s aim is to establish Maine as
Block Island Wind Farm is the first offshore wind energy project
is significant and its many wind power
a leader in offshore wind development,
to go online in the U.S. It began producing power in 2016. Photo
developments place it ahead of its New
specifically focused on the design and
England neighbors. The winds that blow
courtesy of Bloomberg News.
deployment of floating offshore turbines.
over the Gulf of Maine, however, are exEnter the Norwegians
ponentially more powerful than those
over the land. In 2012, Senator Angus King termed the Gulf of Maine the “Saudi
The work of the Ocean Energy Task Force set the stage for a research and inArabia of wind energy.”
novation pilot project in state waters and for commercial ocean wind energy
First steps
In 2009, the state’s Ocean Energy Task Force completed its report on the ocean
energy resources of the Gulf of Maine. The Task Force looked at the energy that

development through a project in federal waters. In response to the latter, the
Norwegian energy company Statoilin 2010 submitted a bid in response to a request for proposals to develop a $120 million floating wind farm called Hywind
Continued on page 23

RDR LOBSTER
AND SHELLFISH

Trenton & Jonesboro, Maine

Many thanks to thesHÀQHEXVLQHVVHV
WKH0/$·V.HHSHUPHPEHUV
Accutech Marine Propellor Inland Seafood
Atlantic Bug Bait

Interstate Lobster Co.

Bar Harbor Bank & Trust Island Fishing Gear &
Beals-Jonesport Coop Inc. Auto Parts

Novatec Braids LTD

Island Fishermen’s Wives Pack Edge

Bell Power Systems Inc.

Jack’s Lobster Shack

Bowdoin College
Dining Services

John’s Bay Boat Co.

Penobscot Bay & River
Pilots Assn.

Journey’s End Marina

Pete’s Marine Electronics

Chapman & Chapman

Kip’s Seafood

Polyform US

Chase Leavitt

Lobster Trap Co.

Port Clyde Fishermen’s
Cooperative

Conary Cove Lobster Co. Machias Savings Bank

207-667-2250
rdrlobster@yahoo.com

Northeast Marine Survey

Beals Lobster Pier

Coastal Documentation II Lonnie’s Hydraulic Inc.

• Buying Lobster Year Round
• Top Prices Paid
• Pickups Available
• Instant Pay

New England Marine &
Industrial Inc.

Port Lobster Co.

Rope Razor
&UD]\/REVWHU 6KHOO¿VK Maine Center for Coastal
Riverdale Mills
Fisheries
Cushing Diesel, LLC.
South Bristol Fishemen’s
Maine Financial Group
Downeast Boat Co.
Cooperative
F.A. Peabody Insurance Maine Lobstermen’s
Superior Marine Products
Community Alliance
Farrin’s Boatshop
Tenants Harbor
Maine Port Authority
Fishermen’s Cooperative
Finestkind Scenic Cruises
Maine Sea Grant
Twin City Financial Group
First National Bank
Maine Salt Co.
F. W. Thurston Co. Inc.
Vinalhaven Fishermen’s
Marine Hydraulic
Cooperative
Georgetown Fishermen’s Engineering Co. Inc.
Cooperative
0F0LOODQ2൵VKRUH6XU- :LOOLDP&R൶Q 6RQV
Grundens
vival Training
Williams CPA Group LLC
Gulf of Maine Lobster
Midcoast Marine Supply Winter Harbor FisherFoundation
Navroc Marine Electronics men’s Cooperative
Guy Cotten, Inc.
Worcesters Lobster Bait
Net Your Problem
Infab Refractories Inc.
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Prediabetes
Risk Test
1. How old are you?

Height

Write your score in
the boxes below

Younger than 40 years (0 points)
40–49 years (1 point)
50–59 years (2 points)
60 years or older (3 points)

2. Are you a man or a woman?
Man (1 point)

Woman (0 points)

3. If you are a woman, have you ever been
diagnosed with gestational diabetes?
Yes (1 point)

No (0 points)

4. Do you have a mother, father,
sister, or brother with diabetes?
Yes (1 point)

No (0 points)

5. Have you ever been diagnosed
with high blood pressure?
Yes (1 point)

No (0 points)

6. Are you physically active?
Yes (0 points)

No (1 point)

FRESH BAIT

Weight (lbs.)

4'10"

119-142

143-190

191+

4'11"

124-147

148-197

198+

5'0"

128-152

153-203

204+

5'1"

132-157

158-210

211+

5'2"

136-163

164-217

218+

5'3"

141-168

169-224

225+

5'4"

145-173

174-231

232+

5'5"

150-179

180-239

240+

5'6"

155-185

186-246

247+

5'7"

159-190

191-254

255+

5'8"

164-196

197-261

262+

5'9"

169-202

203-269

270+

5'10"

174-208

209-277

278+

5'11"

179-214

215-285

286+

6'0"

184-220

221-293

294+

6'1"

189-226

227-301

302+

6'2"

194-232

233-310

311+

6'3"

200-239

240-318

319+

6'4"

205-245

246-327

328+

1 Point

2 Points

3 Points

7. What is your weight category?

DIRECT FROM O’HARA

Why buy secondhand when you can buy fresh from O’Hara?

BLACK COD
HERRING
POGIES
REDFISH
ROCKFISH
SALT
TUNA

You weigh less than the 1 Point column
(0 points)

(See chart at right)

FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FROZEN IN BOXES
FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FROZEN IN BOXES
FROZEN IN BOXES
50 LB BAGS
FROZEN IN VATS/BOXES

SINCE 1907

Adapted from Bang et al., Ann Intern Med 151:775-783, 2009. Original algorithm
was validated without gestational diabetes as part of the model.

Total score:

FROZEN IN BOXES

If you scored 5 or higher
SINCE 1907

You are at increased risk for having prediabetes and are at high risk for type 2 diabetes. However, only your doctor can tell for sure if you
have type 2 diabetes or prediabetes, a condition in which blood sugar levels are higher than normal but not high enough yet to be diagnosed
as type 2 diabetes. Talk to your doctor to see if additional testing is needed.
vÞÕ>ÀiƂvÀV>ƂiÀV>]Ã«>VÉ>ÌƂiÀV>]ƂiÀV>`>ÉƂ>Ã> >ÌÛi]ƂÃ>ƂiÀV>]À*>VwVÃ>`iÀ]ÞÕ>Ài>Ì } iÀ
risk for prediabetes and type 2 diabetes. Also, if you are Asian American, you are at increased risk for type 2 diabetes at a lower weight (about
15 pounds lower than weights in the 1 Point column). Talk to your doctor to see if you should have your blood sugar tested.
Risk Test provided by the American Diabetes Association
and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

CS300699-A

You can reduce your risk for type 2 diabetes

19 Front Street
Rockland, ME 04841
oharabait.com

Find out how you can reverse prediabetes and prevent or delay
type 2 diabetes through a CDC-recognized lifestyle change program
at https://www.cdc.gov/diabetes/prevention/lifestyle-program.

H

Automatic/Manual Inflatable PFD

HAMILTON

MARINE

BOATERS’ STORE!™
Three Season
Gloves

High visibility orange with
EODFNDQWLVOLSJULS/DWH[IRDP
palm dipped. Nylon liner
for superior comfort and
durability. Washable.

$ 99

2

$

SAVE

Aquaculture
lantern nets, for
use in scallop
farming.
1/2" black. Sold in
1200 ft coils. For use in
mussel farming.
AQC-FR50BK
Order# 763256

99 $30
ea

149

Color
Order#
Blue
773535
Orange 773536

FROZEN

207.542.1856

Lantern Nets

USCG APPROVED! 35 LBS BUOYANCY!
Provides superior performance
in rough offshore type
conditions.
Reg 179.99

Description
4mm 5 Tier
4mm 7 Tier
9mm 5 Tier
9mm 7 Tier

Inflatable
Net Buoy
A4 Yellow. 68"
circumference,
95 lbs buoyancy.

Order#
763277
769870
763278
769871

POL-A4Y
Order# 774850

Made With Recycled Fishermen’s Rain Gear!

Foul Weather Gear

A portion of the proceeds go to benefit Maine Lobsterman’s Association and the
Maine Coast Fisherman’s Association. All items available in assorted styles and colors.

Search# GRD-

FULL
LINE IN
STOCK!

pr
Trucker Caps
Search# GOM-HAT

Sizes S-2XL
Search# EBO-LNG

Hairless Salted Pig Hide
Lobster Bait
NOW IN STOCK!

SAVE
by the
pallet!

Plastic with holes.
$SSUR[LPDWHO\ 1 bushel.

Plastic with
no holes.

$

Starting At

$

Green

59 ea

ea

6$%
Order# 165434

$

6296doz

100 Watts

$

385
Order# 127675

120 Watts

19 ea

$

1556ea

Color
Black
Gray
Blue

Orange
Order# 118243

Dimensions
/[:['
/[:['
/[:['

Capacity
70 Liters
70 Liters
85 Liters

Order#
118291
736466
760085

Hamilton Marine Lobster Buoy Paint We have all the purple stuff you need for marking
:DWHUEDVHGWRXJKORQJODVWLQJŴH[LEOH89
& weather resistant, low odor, fast drying, easy
soap & water cleanup. Red, Orange, Yellow,
Green, Blue, Black or White.
Search# HM-LBP

3561ea

$

385+'
Order# 735613

99

Order# 763280

Electric Rope
5HGQ\ORQKDQGOHKLJKFDUERQ Cutting Guns

$ 25

Fish Totes

Fish Baskets

19

Seaworthy Totes
Order# 776255

Dry Clutch Bags
Order# 776256

Lobster Crate

“Little Vicky” Knife

stainless steel serrated blade.

Watch Caps
Order# 776257

:[/[+
All-plastic construction with
two-piece attached lid.
100 lb capacity.

HML-LOB-CRATE
Order# 158132

HML-HIDEBAIT
Order# 740935

5

Fuzzy Rope

FRESH

207.594.0405

$

1499qt
$
4999gal

45

37 ea

800-639-2715 • hamiltonmarine.com

OREVWHUJHDUWRPHHW0DLQHōVQHZƓVKLQJUHJXODWLRQV

KITTERY

PORTLAND

ROCKLAND

SEARSPORT

SOUTHWEST HARBOR

All discounts apply to current store prices. Typographical errors are unintentional and subject to correction.

JONESPORT

MAINE
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Bottom Line
Super 46 Wesmac
C18 CAT

Chriss Anderson
Owner

In addition to all the
traps we’ve built, I
have built a lot of
friendships over the
eight years I’ve
owned this business.

In Friendshipp –
Gregg Bradley,, Jerryy Wadsworth,,
Markk Wadsworth,, Mikee Dean

But many more
friendships have been built over many more years
between our customers and the Friendship Trap team.

Not only are we committed to providing traps
that are “Built the Best, Built to Last and Built
Your Way”, we also are deeply committed to the
relationships of integrity we have with the
special people that are our customers.
Friendship Trap is more than a name to us
– it’s who we are – and we truly value your
friendships with us. And we strive to give
all our friends the best we’ve got every time!

In Columbiaa Fallss –
VJ Lenfesty,, Dannii Emerson,
Jimmyy Emerson

So thank you! We look forward to working with old friends and making many new
ones this year!
Chris and the Friendship Trap team

WHEN YOUR ENGINE MEANS BUSINESS,

MILTON CAT MEANS MORE.
Milton CAT is the Northeast and upstate New York Caterpillar dealer. Our complete range of marine
power systems solutions is backed by a team with exceptional knowledge and experience.

Here
H
ere to serve you!

• More engine choices.

Jerry
J
erry Wadsworth (207) 542-0842 jerryw@friendshiptrap.com
Jimmy
J
immy Emerson (207) 598-7047 jemerson@friendshiptrap.com

• More fully equipped and staffed locations.
• More support for your commercial fishing vessel, ferry, tug, or pleasure craft.

Friendship
F
riendship Office (Greg Bradley): (800) 451-1200; (207) 354-2545
C
olumbia Falls Office (VJ Lenfesty): (207) 483-6555
Columbia
Findd uss
V
isit our website: www.friendshiptrap.com
Visit
on Facebook

• More ordering and delivery options for unparalleled part availability.
Contact:
Kevin Hampson, 508-634-5503, Kevin_Hampson@miltoncat.com

$411-564#2/+..
$411-564#2/+..
/#4+0'5722.+'5
/#4+0'5722.+'5


Working
to make 2020
:RUNLQJWRPDNH
your best season ever!
\RXUEHVWVHDVRQHYHU

a7KHRQHVWRSVKRSIRU\RXUOREVWHU FRPPHUFLDOILVKLQJQHHGVa

9LVLWXVRQOLQHDWZZZEURRNVWUDSPLOOFRP
-RQHVERUR0(3RUWODQG0(7KRPDVWRQ0(:HVW%DWK0(
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BUY AMERICAN
BUY AQUAMESH®

:HZDQW\RXUJUXEE\JHDU,W¶VRXUEDJ
'URS\RXUROGELEV²LQDQ\FRQGLWLRQ²DWDQ\+DPLOWRQ0DULQH
ORFDWLRQRUDW9HVVHO6HUYLFHVLQ3RUWODQGDQGJHWRIII\RXUU
SXUFKDVHRIDQ\RIRXUJHDU

#UXJJHGBVHDVZZZUXJJHGVHDVFRP

It’s time to join or renew at the Maine
Lobstermen’s Association.

Artwork courtesy of Joe Higgins of Fished Impressions

Theresa Chipman

Our job is to support you and the
future of the industry. Please support us.
www.mainelobstermen.org

1.800.762.6374 • www.riverdale.com • sales@riverdale.com

LIVE
AUCTION
Wednesday, September 30, 2020
1:00 p.m. ET

BUNKERS COVE WATERFRONT

GOULDSBORO, ME
62-63 & 67 Shore Road, Gouldsboro, ME
Located on the shores of Frenchman’s Bay
overlooking Acadia National Park, this
property consists of four tax lots and is
improved by wharfs, piers, lobster pound
and a 1,715± sf 3 bedroom, 2 bath home.
Traditionally and currently used as a lobster
buying station, this is a fantastic opportunity
to own usable water frontage in Downeast
Maine. See property information package
for details on the various structures on the
property.
Tranzon Auction Properties
Sale subject to Terms & Conditions. Brokers welcome.

FOR MORE DETAILS, VISIT OUR SITE AND SEARCH PROPERTY NUMBER:

AP202035

207-775-4300
T RA N Z ON .COM
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Gifts under $100

Under $100 cont’d

Under $100 cont’d

A Bright Horizon
Tele Aadsen
Robin Alden
William Alexander
Sean Allen
George Anderson
Terrance Ashton
Judith Baker
Lacie Bachelder
Nancy Beal
Kevin Beling (Drivetrain)
Thomas Bell
A. Berlin
John Blake
John and Andrea Beveridge
Theodore Boyce
Lisa Brackett
Robert L. Braun
Brynmorgan Press
Linda Burley
Peter Burnett
John and Carolyn Burr
Caitlin Callahan
Patrick Conrad
William Crowell
Curtis Brand Music
Chris Cushman
Jess Daniels
Orville Darling
Howard Dentremont Jr.
Demaree DiBiase
Peter Eaton
Jon Emerson
Erin Fitzgerald
Kyle Foley
Rachel Fowlie
Kate Fox
Joshua French
Alison Galey
Tiffany Gardner
Sandra L. Gates
Kara George
William Gilpatric
Asa Goodband
Great Sea Vegetables
Rhonda Lee Green
Damian Hall
Stan Hall
Erik Hansen
Gregory D Havener
Pat Havener
Hunter Herron
Stanley Hodgdon
John C Holliday
Christina Hunninghaus
Craig Hutchinson

Curtis Jack
Cynthia Jensen
William Johnston
Evan Jones
Lori Karickoff
David King Sr.
Jackson Sam Kinney
Sumner Kinney
Paul Kinsella
Kevin Kling
Ellen Kornetsky
Robert Krist
Anthony Kurylak
Patricia LaGasse
Erin Lally
Kenneth F Lemont
Gary Libby
Patricia Linscott
Nicole Look
Daniel Lunt
Irving McConchie
Sarah McKinnon
Mike Mesko
Edward & Deb Meyers
John Meyn
Jed Miller
Tracy Moody
Kent & Mriam Mulliken
Eve Murray
Kyle Nichols
Robert H Oberlander
Jim O’Connell
Brent L Oliver
Mary Olsen
Pandemonium Holdings LLC
Summer Paradis
Andrea Pellechia
David Percival
Evan Pinette
Amanda Porter
Douglas Rackcliff
Darren & Nicole Randall
Jeanne Rapone
Robert Redimarker
Michelle Rioux
Rebecca Robinson
Erin Rodin
Molly Samuels
Brandon Secord
Miranda Shinn
Deanna Smith
David & Joyce Southard
Tiffany Strong
Debbie Sweet
Steven R Taylor
Asa Thompson
Kelsea Tower

Ventura Fishermen’s Market
Greg Veshinfsky
Andrew Vorkink
Kenneth Weed
Wendy Wenger
Philip Wessel
Carla White
Mark White
Anne Wiedenkeller
Cynthia Wright
Scott M Young

Gifts $100 - $299
Jason Alley
Leigh Alley
Jeffrey D Alley
Stefanie Alley
Charles Alley
Rick Alley Jr
Daniel L Ames
George P Andrews
Mike Arsenault
Elaine Dembows
Atmoscaper Design
John Bacon
Andrew Balser
Michael Balser
Larry Barker
Glenda Beal
Robert L Beal
Walter Bell
John Benning
Glenn Billings
Arthur Billings
Timothy Black
Blaine E Blackmore
Scott Blackmore
W. Kennedy Boone III
James Bourque
Phillip Bozenhard
Hugh Bowen
Kent Bradstreet
Eric Brazer
Amy Brazier
Peter W Brewer
Foy W Brown
Robert Brown
Norman Burns
Stephen Burns
Greg Bryer and Gerri Pattison
Peter W Brewer
John W Chipman
John Clinton

$100 - $299 cont’d
Daniel S Clough
Jeffrey Cockburn
Philip R Condon
Jocelyne Coombs
Riley Coombs
Marilyn Crowell
Dennis Davis
Eric Davis
Walter Day
Alex De Koning
Fiona De Koning
Elaine Dembowski
Charles Dillon
Benjamin A Doliber
Jerry Doughty
Downeast Fishing Gear
Edgar Drew
Jordan Drouin
Earth and Water Group
Anne Eggers
Betsy Eggers
Peter Emerson
Kyle Emmons
Michael Emmons
Doris Ewing
Nathan Fagonde
A. Michael Faulkingham
Nick Faulkingham
Mary L Fay
Mark Fernald
Donald Foye
F/V Theresa K
Spencer Gamage
Ryan Geel
George’s River Canvas
Jay Glover
John Glover
Kevin Glover
Alan Gnutti
Sheldon Goldthwait Jr
Alexander Gonzalez
Chris Goodale
Frank J Gotwals
Kate Grifn & Rich Leidinger
Joe Guttentag
Jamien Hallowell
Samuel Harrington
Travis Harrington
Jessica Hathaway
Andrew Havener
Wayne Havener
Gary E. Hawkes
Bruce Heanssler

$100 - $299 cont’d
Richard & Bonnie Heanssler
Jim Henderson
Christopher Herring
Todd Hubbard
Island Fishing Gear & Napa
Auto Parts
Island Lobster Supply
Frederika Jenner
Angela Johnson
Ezra Johnson
Lincoln Johnson
Rachel Johnson
Robert P Johnson
Vernon Johnson
Donald Jones
Heather Jones
Keith Jordan
Samuel Joy
Carlton Joyce
Jason Joyce
Spencer Joyce
David Kaselauskas
Roger Kellett
Christopher Kelsey
Irene Kennedy
Sharon Kern
Rodney & Marcia King
Arnold Kinney
Scott S Kittredge
Knight Marine Service
Matthew D Knowlton
Dana Knudsen
Kris Koerber
Isaac Lash
Barbara Lawrence
Edwin G Lawson
Gene Lazaro
Burton R Leach
Garrett Lemoine
Letteny Financial Advisors
Robert Levine
K Prescott Low
Nathaniel Lyon
Carol MacLeod
John Mahany
David Mahonen
Jason Mann
Thomas Marr
John Marsh
William R Matthews
Adam McAfee
Genevieve McDonald
Continued on the next page
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$100 - $299 cont’d
Michael McDonough
Thomas McLennan—for Jay
Perrotta ‘s High &Tight

James R McMahan Jr
Robert McMahan
Alice McWilliams
Zachary Means
Keith Miller
Daniel Miller
Peter Miller
Ryan Miller
William Moore
Miss Madisyn LLC
Jonathan Murphy
Karl Murphy
Peter Murphy
Nancy J Inc
Richard C Nelson
Mike Norcia
Cooper Nunan
Mark Nystrom
George E Olsen
Travis & Keith Otis
Philip D Page
Michael Parenteau
H. Parsons
Timothy Peabody
Nicolas Pellechia
Antonina Pelletier
Jay Perrotta—for Travis Otis’
shorn curly locks

Edward Perry
Clayton Philbrook
Penobscot Bay & River
Pilots
Alton Pinkham
Port Clyde Fresh Catch
Michael Porter
Alan A Post
Gilbert Post
Richard Post
Lawrence Pye
Kelly Ralph
Chester A Rice
Edward & Linda Robbins
Peter K Roberts
Charles Rogers
Charles Rogers Jr.
John Rohrer
Steve Rosen
Daniel Sai
Susan Salmon
Patience Sampson
Saunders Fishing Inc.
Terry Savage
Christopher H Sawyer
Sandra Shepard
Coralie Sherman
Michael Sherman
Heather Sirocki
Karen Smallwood
James Smith
Lange Solberg
Tucker Soule
Hamilton D South III
Philip Spalding
Ted Spurling Jr
Jenni & Gary Steele
Craig Stewart
Cody Stewart
Lisa Stojowski

$100 - $299 cont’d
Crawford Taisey Jr.
Elliott Thomas
Courtland Tolman
Dana Tracy
Annie Tselikis
Richard M Turner Sr.
Alexander Varner
Allan Vitkus
Peter Vogell
Richard Waldron
Brandon Wallace
Soony Warren
Kachina Watt
Lee Watkinson
Derek Webber
Ron Weeks
Jean A Welch
Christopher Weller
Jeanne L Whittier
Walter R Willey IV
Wesley Willink
Jeret Winchenbach
Eugene C Witham
Jason Witham
Barry L Wood Sr
Cheryl Worthing
Donald Wright
Jason York
Alli Young
Chris Young
Luke Zable
Mark Zable

Gifts $300 - $499
Patrick Annis
Bob Baines
Jude Berry
Mary Blackmore & Sally
Haskell
Laurin Brooks
David Bullwinkle
E. Vance Bunker
Mark Cheney
Tyler Cheney
Cranberry Isles Fishermen’s Co-op
Roger Chipman
Martha T Dudman
Timothy Dyer
John Fenwick
Adam Gamage
John C Griffin
Edward Hutchins II
John’s Bay Boat
‘Keag Store
William D McLain
Jim McMillan
Steve N Miller
David Neubig
Matt Samuels
Adam Scott
Charles H Tarbox
Welch Engineering
Blaine C White
Jason Zanke

Gifts $500 - $999
Adventure Advertising of
Maine (tee-shirt sales)
Brian Alley
Joshua Ames

$500 - $999 cont’d
David Barker
Rex Benner
Randall Betts
Joel Billings
Brian Billings
David F Black
Gordon Bok
Steve Budrow
Dwight Carver
China Hill Restaurant & Bar
Herman Coombs
David Cousens
Laurie Crane
CSM, Inc.
John Daggett
Delano Seafood Shack
George Dow
Travis Doughty
John Drouin
Robert L Donnell
Eric Emmons
Bruce W Fernald
Green Flash Fisheries
Edward D Grant
Chris Guilford
Earl Hamilton
Joshua Hatch
Nicholas Hawke
Shawn Howard
Richard Howland
Bobby Ingalls
Charles Ingalls
Alan Inzerillo
Island Fishermen’s Wives
Michael Jennings
Stuart Jones
Mark Jones
Clayton Joyce
Kennedy Marine, Inc
J Edward Knight Insurance
Agy
Michael Kramp
Keith Lane
Craig Lazaro
Joseph C Locurto
Travis Lunt
Douglas McLennan
Joshua Miller
Midcoast Diesel Performance
Midcoast Marine Supply
Moody’s Gifts (tee shirts)
New Harbor Lobster Co-op
Northeast Marine Survey
Cody Nunan
Christopher Nunan
Ladd Olsen
Tara Perez
Luke Philbrook
Micah Philbrook
Woodbury A Post
Prien Fish & Lobster
Michael S Prior
Jeffrey Putnam
William Putnam
Sam Rosen
Rugged Seas, Inc.
Ryan & Laurie Schoppee
Joseph Staples
Spruce Head Marine
David A Sullivan

$500 - $999 cont’d

$1,000 - $4,999 cont’d

David Tarr
Tranzon Auction House
Brian Tripp
John J Tripp
Michael Tripp
Jim Tripp
True North Fisheries
Vinalhaven Fishermens Co-Op
Harlan Warren
Weirs Motor Sales, Inc.
Chris Welch
W.A. Fasteners
William Whitman
Peter Wildes
Bernd Wolff
Donald Young
Jack Young
Leonard Young
Linda Zuke

Jeromy Simmons*

Gifts $1,000 - $4,999

John and Judy Williams*

Jeremy S Alley*
Jeremy Alley*
Atwood Lobster Co
Bangor Savings Bank
Beals-Jonesport Co-op Inc
Rachel Bishop*
Billings Marine Service
Bramhall’s Lobster Wharf
Jarod Bray*
Bring It Inc.
Bruce Crowley*
Dustin Delano*

Jay Smith Jr*
Smithwick & Mariners Ins.
So Bristol Fishermen’s Co-op
John Stanley*
Starlight Inc.
Stonington Lobster Co-op
Town of Stonington
David A Thomas*
Alex Todd*
Vessel Services Inc.
Southern Maine Lobstermen’s
Association
Richard Wall*
Keith Wallace*
Ronald T Watkinson*
Ted Weber*
Thomas Werner*
Jeff White*
Bob Williams*
Justin J Wright*
Julian Zuke*

Gifts $5,000 - $9,999
Alec Phippenz
Abraham Philbrookz
Corea Lobster Co-op
Hamilton Marine (tee shirts)
Rockland Lobster Boat Races
Spruce Hd Fishermen’s Co-op
Swans Isl. Fishermen’s Co-op
York Lobstermen's Assoc.

Wayne Delano*
Jeffrey A Donnell*

Gifts $10,000 - $49,999

Zachary R Donnell*
Phillip Doucette*
Dysarts
Elizabeth Fenwick*
First National Bank
Fisherman’s Heritage Lobster
Co-op
Michael Flanigan*

Bar Harbor Bank & Trust

Edward N Foye*

Donald Sussman

Stephen Gatcomb*
Gillespie Marine LLC
Michael Hunt*
Sam Hyler*
Journey’s End Marina
Stephen Lash*
Lee Marine
Nicholas Lemieux*

Brooks Trap Mill
Colby & Gale
Machias Savings Bank

Gifts $50,000 & above
The Harbor Challenge:
Cape Porpoise Lobstermen:
$5300
Frenchboro Lobstermen:
$1085
York Harbor Lobstermen:
$4465

Ian Lussier*
Maine Coast Fishermen’s Assc.
Jack Merrill III*

Gifts In Memoriam

Jim Merriman*
Navroc Marine Electronics
NH Commercial Fishermen’s
Assoc.
Peter & Susan Nitze*
Matthew Nowell*
Alfred Osgood*
Jay & Lynn Perrotta (haircut)
Peter Philbrook*

In memory of Hugh Watts:
Sheldon Goldthwait Jr

Josh Polk*
Harold Poole*
Kristan L Porter*
Royal River Boat Repair, Inc
Tristan Salman*

Jay Smith $1000 challenge * Alec Phippen Offshore ChallengezBrooks Trap Mill Challenge 

In honor of David Provencher :
Doris Ewing

In loving memory of Sherri
Cook:
Robin Amorello
Antonina Pelletier
Susan Salomon
Jeanne Rapone
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You need us and we need you.
We must work together to ensure
a lobstering future for our children. Your
membership support is critical to our success.

Become a member today.
x
x
x

Harvester Membership Levels:








First-time Member
Highliner
Harvester
Harvester Family*
Junior Harvester (under 18)
Senior Harvester (over 65)
Retired Harvester

$200
$350
$250
$325
$125
$125
$50

(no longer a captain)
* family memberships are for spouses and
children under 23 living at home

Individual Membership Levels:
 Sternman
 Lobster Friend
 Lobster Lover

$50
$100
$250

Name:______________________________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip:____________________________________________________
Phone:__________________ Cell:__________________ D.O.B:____________
Email:______________________________________________________________
(Please include to receive weekly e-news updates and lobster, bait, & fuel prices)

Boat Name:________________________________________________________
Lobster License #:_______________ Zone & District:_______________
*Family Members:_________________________________________________
Yes, I want to add my sternman for $50!
Name:___________________________________________ DOB:_____________
E-mail:______________________________________ Phone:_______________
Address:____________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip:_____________________________________________________
Lobster license # (If applicable):___________________________________

Payment info: Pay with:  Visa  MasterCard  Check: #_______________ Total amount $ _________________
Credit Card #:___________-____________-___________-____________ Exp. date:____________ CV code:____________
Billing town/state/zip:______________________________________________________________________________________
2 storer St, Suite 203, Kennebunk, ME 04043 www.mainelobstermen.org 207-967-4555
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MLA MEMBER DISCOUNT DIRECTORY
Vessel Insurance
Smithwick & Mariners Insurance

Falmouth, ME -- Discounted vessel insurance plus 5% discount with proof of CG approved Drill Conductor course w/in the last 5 years. Wooden boat, Builders coverage, no
lay up period, discounted electronics deductible, and automatic coverage of researchers and
more! Call Scott Smithwick 207-370-1883

Accounting
Back River Tax Accounting
Brunswick, ME -- Free initial consultation and
review of previous tax returns.
207-607-7118
Back River Financial Group
Farmingdale, ME -- Free initial consultation
and review of previous years tax returns.
207-622-3772

Fishing, Marine & Industrial
Hamilton Marine
Searsport, Rockland, Portland, Southwest
Harbor, Jonesport, ME -- Discounts available
WRFRPPHUFLDOÀVKHUPHQ
North Atlantic Power Products
Exeter, NH -- 10% discount on parts and
service. 603-418-0470

Newcastle Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep
Newcastle, ME -- 10% discount on all parts
and service. $250 additional discount on any
new vehicle after you make your best price
207-563-5959

Hotels
Hampton Inn, Ellsworth – (Ellsworth, ME)
Hampton Inn, Downtown-Waterfront –
(Portland, ME)
Hampton Inn, Rockland/Thomaston –
(Rockland, ME)
Residence Inn by Marriott (Scarborough, ME)

Discount: Special rates for MLA members and
Business Supporters. Please contact the MLA
for booking information, or mention MLA when
booking.

SW Boatworks
Lamonie, ME -- $1000 discount for hull or
top. on a 38’ CB or 44’ CB. 207-667-7427

Electronic Equipment
Deckhand Electronic Logbook
Bellingham WA -- Discounts & Specials for
MLA members. Call for more info.
888-210-3117
Navtronics, LLC
York, ME -- 5% off of purchases.
207-363-1150

Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Coop
Winter Harbor, ME – 10% off picked
lobster meat. 207-963-5857

Newspapers

Propellers

Bait

Boat Builders/Repairs

Cape Porpoise Lobster
Cape Prpoise, ME – 10% off picked lobster
meat. 800-967-4268

National Fishermen, North Hollywoood,
CA -- Special annual subscription rate for $12
for 12 issues. 800-959-5073

Weirs Buick - GMC
Arundel ME -- Purchase a new GMC and
get a free Bullet Liner. Must show MLA card
877-861-0070

Old School Pig Hide Bait
Cutler, ME -- $1 off per bucket (must show
current MLA card). 207-812-5211

&UD]\/REVWHU 6KHOOÀVK
Port Chester, NY – 20% off off the entire
VLWHZZZFUD]\OREVWHUVKHOOÀVKFRP

Commercial Fisheries News
Deer Isle, ME -- Discounted annual subscription rate for $18.75 with MLA membership
noted on check. 800-989-5253

Automotive

Atlantic Bug Bait
Machias, ME -- $1 off buckt of hog hide. $40
off a pallet. 207-255-5955

Lobster & Seafood

Hydraulics
Coastal Hydraulics
Seabrook, NH -- 10% discount on all in stock
items for MLA members. 603-474-1914
Hews Company, LLC
South Portland, ME -- 10% off hydraulic
components & Cable Craft cables.
207-767-2136

New England Propeller Inc
Plymouth, MA -- Discounts on marine
propeller, shafting, and related items, sales
& repairs. 508-746-8804
Nautilus Marine Fabrication, Inc.
Trenton, ME --5% Discount on propeller
reconditioning. 207-667-1119

Refrigeration Services
Applied Refrigeration Services
Windham, ME -- $250 off new installations.
207-893-0145

Safety Training & Equipment
Liferaft Services, LLC
York, ME -- 5% off liferaft repack with
proof of MLA membership. CAN be combined with other promotions. 207-363-0220
McMillan Offshore Survival Training
Belfast, ME -- 25% discount on USCG
Drill Conductor training. 207-338-1603

Museums & Entertainment
Fuel

Atlantic Edge Lobster
Boothbay Harbor, ME -- Fuel discount for
MLA members. 207-633-2300

Gifts
0DLQH&DPS2XWÀWWHUV
Sunset, ME -- 10% off all apparel and
promotional product orders.
800-560-6090
Maine Lobstermen’s Association
Kennebunk, ME -- 10% off all apparel
207-967-4555

Penobscot Marine Museum
Searsport, ME -- Free admission for MLA
members.
Maine Maritime Museum
Bath, ME -- Free admission to MLA members.
Mount Desert Oceanarium
Bar Harbor, ME -- Free admission to
FRPPHUFLDOÀVKHUPHQDQGWKHLUIDPLOLHV.

Cross Insurance Arena

Special discounts to shows at the Cross Arena
in Portland! Use promo code GFRIEND at
checkout. Orderby phone, online, or in person
DWWKHER[RIÀFH
Info at www.mainelobstermen.org

Trap Builders, Stock & Supplies
Sea Rose Trap Co
S. Portland -- 5% off list price on traps.
Must show MLA card. 207-730-2063

Show
your MLA card to
receive great discounts
at these ﬁne
businesses!
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MLA SELECT BUSINESS MEMBERS Show your support for these businesses!
ACCOUNTANTS
Back River Tax Accounting
56 Main St.
Brunswick, ME 04011
207-607-7118
rick@backrivertaxaccounting.com
www.backrivertaxaccounting.com
Free initial consultation, review of
previous tax returns.
Back River Financial Group
690 Maine Ave.
Farmindale, ME 04344
207-622-3772
john@backrivergroup.com
www.backrivergroup.com
Free initial consultation and review of
previous tax returns.
AUTOMOTIVE
Newcastle Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep
573 Route One
Newcastle, ME 04553
rmiller@newcastlechrysler.com
www.newcastlechrysler.com
3 years (total 12) oil changes when
you purchase a new or used vehicle.
Weirs GMC Buick
1513 Portland Rd.
Arundel, ME 04046
877-861-0700
www.weirsgmc.com
Buy a new GMC truck & get a free
Bullet Liner

Maine Maritime Museum
243 Washington St.
Bath, ME 04530 207-443-1316
lent@maritimeme.org
www.mainemaritimemuseum.org
Free admission to MLA members
ELECTRONICS
Deckhand Elctronic Logbook
Lange Solberg
11 Bellwether Way
Bellingham, WA 98225
888-210-3117
info@deckhandlogbook.com
www.deckhandlogbook.com
Discounts & specials for MLA
members only! Call for more info.

HYDRAULICS
Coastal Hydraulics Inc.
28 Route 86
Seabrook, NH 03874
603-474-1914
sales@coastalhyd.com
www.coastalhyd.com
10% discount on all in-stock items for
MLA members.
Hews Company LLC
190 Rumery St.
South Portland, ME 04106
207-767-2136
info@ hewsco.com
10% off hydraulic components &
Craft cables.
INDUSTRY ORGANIZATIONS

Midcoast Marine Electronics
129 Lakeview Dr.
Rockland, ME 04841
207-594-3993
info@midcoastmarine.biz
www.midcoastmarine.com
10% off list price on all marine
electronic products, excluding MRP
products

Maine Lobster Marketing
Collaborative
2 Union St.
Portland, ME 04101
207-541-9310
info@lobsterfrommaine.com
www.lobsterfrommaine.com

Navtronics, LLC
15 Hannaford Dr
York, ME 03909
207-363-1150
accounting@navtronics.com
www.navtronics.com
5% off purchases for MLA members

Woods Hole Group
Nick Salvi
107 Waterhouse Rd
Bourne, MA 02532
508-540-8080
fishingsales@woodsholegroup.com
www.woodsholegroup.com

FINANCIAL &INVESTMENT

INSURANCE

BAIT DEALERS
Bring It Inc.
PO Box 161
Jonesport, ME 04649
207-598-8818
bdurkee24@gmail.com
Cape Porpoise Lobster & Bait Co.
PO Box 7217
Cape Porpoise, ME 04014
207-967-0900
allendaggett@hotmail.com
www.capeporpoiselobster.com
10% off picked lobster meat
CBS Lobster
52 Union Wharf
Portland, ME 04101 207-775-2917
cbslobster13@yahoo.com
Channel Bait
370 E. Eagle St.
East Boston, MA 02128
617-569-3200
admin@channelfish.com
www.channelfish.com
Louisiana Bait Products
11908 Hwy 87
Jeanerette, LA 70544
337-400-4121
shawn@getbait.com
www.getbait.com
Lund’s Fisheries Inc.
997 Ocean Dr.
Cape May, NJ 08204
207-415-4547
Htodd@lundsfish.com
www.lundsfish.com
Old School Pig Hide
31 Number Nine Rd.
Cutler, ME 04626 207-812-5211
oldschooltrcking2@gmail.com
$1 off per bucket for MLA members
BOAT BUILDERS/ BOAT REPAIR
SW Boatworks
358 Douglas Highway
Lamoine, ME 04605
207-667-7427
swboatworks@gmail.com
www.swboatworks.com
$1000 discount for hull or top on 38
and 44 Calvin Beal.
EDUCATIONAL & TRADE SHOWS
Bar Harbor Whale Watch Company
Julie Taylor
1 West St.
Bar Harbor, ME 04609 888-942-5374
info@barharborwhales.com
www.barharborwhales.com

Farm Credit East
615 Minot Ave.
Auburn, ME 04210
800-831-4230
www.farmcrediteast.com
Twin City Financial Group
Mike Godin
1071 Lisbon St
Lewiston, ME 04240 207-777-6266
mike@twincityfg.com
Locations in Brunswick, Stonington &
Farmingdale
FISHING, MARINE AND
INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES
Hamilton Marine
with locations in Searsport: 548-6302
Southwest Harbor: 244-7870
Rockland: -594-8181
Portland: 774-1772
Jonesport: 497-2778
info@hamiltonmarine.com
www.hamiltonmarine.com
Discounts to commercial fishermen
North Atlantic Power Products
15 Continental Drive
Exeter, NH 03833 603-418-0470
djones@glpower.com
10% off on parts and service
Tightlines Tackle
Cody Barter
60 School Street
Damariscotta, ME 04543
207-563-2944
ttctuna@gmail.com
www.tightlinestackle.com
FUEL
Colby & Gale
Matt Poole
154 Biscay Rd
Damariscotta, ME 04543
207-563-3414
mpoole@colbyandgale.com
https://colbyandgale.com
GIFTS
Maine Camp Outfitters
Melissa Daniels
300 Sunset Rd
Sunset, ME 04683 800-560-6090
melissa@maine-camp.com
www.mainepromotional.com
10% off apparel & promotional
product orders.

Smithwick & Marriners Insurance
366 US Route 1
Falmouth , ME 04105
207-781-5553/800-370-1883
scott@smithwick-ins.com
www.smithwick-ins.com
Discounted vessel insurance for MLA
members. Additional 5% discount
with proof of completed C.G. Fishing
Vessel Drill Conductor course within
the last 5 years.
Varney Agency Inc.
Michael Hennessey
PO Box 117
Machias, ME 04654
207-949-2034
mhennessey@varneyagency.com
LOBSTER/SEAFOOD/
WHOLESALE/RETAIL
Atlantic Edge Lobster
71 Atlantic Ave.
Boothbay Harbor, ME 04538
207-633-2300
aeli@myfairpoint.net
Fuel discount for MLA members
Atwood Lobster
Travis Thompson
286 Island Rd
Spruce Head, ME 04859
207-596-6691
travis.thompson@atwoodlobster.com
Cranberry Isles Fishermens Coop
PO Box 258
Islesford, ME 04646
207-244-5438
cranberrycoop@gmail.com
http://littlecranberrylobster.com
D.C. Air and Seafood
258 Newman St.
Winter Harbor, ME 04693
207-963-7139
Little Bay Lobster Inc.
158 Shattuck Way
Newington, NH 03801
603-431-3170
kellis@littlebaylobster.com
www.littlebaylobster.com
Luke’s Lobster
84 Industrial Park Rd.
Saco, ME 04072
207-332-0304
ben.mckinney@lukeslobster.com
www.lukeslobster.com
Maine Coast LLC
15 Hannaford Drive, Unit 2
York, ME 03909
207-363-0876

Maine Ocean Lobster
Kevin Adams
31 Badgers Island West
Kittery, ME 03904
207-229-0335
RDR Lobster & Shellfish LLC
1077 Bar Harbor Rd.
Trenton, ME 04605
207-667-2250
rpdoane@yahoo.com
Shucks Maine Lobster
150 Main St, Suite 4
Richmond, ME 04357
207-737-4800
johnny@shucksmaine.com
Spruce Head Fishermen’s Co-op
275 Island Rd.
S. Thomaston, ME 04858
207-594-8029
shfcoop@gmail.com
Stonington Lobster Coop
PO Box 87
Stonington, ME 04681
207-367-2286
www.stoningtonlobstercoop.com
Swans Island Fishermens Coop
PO Box 116
Swans Island, ME 04685
207-526-4327
sicoop@tds.net
MARINE ENGINES
Cummins
110 Gibson Rd.
Scarborough, ME 04074
207-510-2223
ryan.oliver@cummins.com
www.cummins.com
Milton Cat
101 Quarry Dr
Milford, MA 01757 508-634-5503
kevin_hampson@miltoncat.com
www.miltoncat.com
PROPELLERS
Nautilus Marine Fabrication
13 Industrial Way
Trenton, ME 04605 207-667-1119
nautilusmarine@roadrunner.com
www.nautilus-marine.com
5% discount on propeller reconditioning
New England Propeller
Ron Peck
9 Appollo Eleven Rd.
Plymouth, MA 02360
508-747-6666
www.neprop.com
Discount on Marine propellers, shafting & related items, sales and repairs

REFRIGERATION SERVICES
Applied Refrigeration Services
7C Commons Ave.
Windham, ME 04062
207-893-0145
info@appliedrefrigeration.com
www.appliedrefrigeration.com
$250 off new installations.
RESTAURANTS
Barnacle Billy’s Inc.
PO Box 837,
Ogunquit, ME 03907
207-646-5575
billy@barnbilly.com
www.barnbilly.com
The Clam Shack
PO Box 6200
Kennebunkport, ME 04046
207-967-3321
steve@theclamshack.net
www.theclamshack.net
SAFETY TRAINING & EQUIPMENT
Liferaft Services, LLC
15 Hannaford Drive
York, ME 03909
207-363-0220
dgreer@survivalatsea.com
5% off liferaft repack with proof of
MLA membership. Discount can be
combined with other promotions.
TRAP BUILDERS/STOCK
SUPPLIES
Brooks Trap Mill
211 Beechwood St
Thomaston, ME 04861
207-354-8763
stephen@brookstrapmill.com
www.brookstrapmill.com
Friendship Trap Company
570 Cushing Rd.
Friendship, ME 04547
207-354-2545/800-451-1200
MikeW@friendshiptrap.com
www.friendshiptrap.com
Sea Rose Trap Co.
South Portland & Pemaquid
207-730-5531; 207-677-0228
searosetrap@gmail.com
www.searosetrap.com
5% off list price on traps to MLA
members

Page 20 | LANDINGS | September 2020

MAINE’S HISTORIC HARBORS: Pine Point, Scarborough
By Melissa Waterman
Pine Point, a small harbor
where the Scarborough,
Nonesuch and Libby
Rivers
converge
in
Scarborough, has always
been an important local
fishing harbor. For centuries fishermen from the
area mostly kept to their
coastal waters, though
some might ship out as
crew on larger vessels
headed for the Grand
Banks. To this day, howThe Pine Point Fishermen’s Co-op from
ever, Pine Point is a quiet
above. Photo courtesy of Marinas.com.
harbor, surrounded by
the ever-increasing pressures of residential and business development.
The local Abnaki tribe, known as the Sokoki, called Scarborough Owascoag,
“land of much grass” because of the area’s extensive salt marshes. Those salt
marshes provided native people with a wide variety of food throughout three
seasons of the year. Eventually, however, European fishermen began pursuing
cod along the coast. Fish stages were erected annually on shore to dry the abundant harvests before shipping back to England and other European countries.
The first permanent settler in the area was
John Stratton who, prior to 1631, had established a year-round fish stage and trading
post on islands about three miles offshore.
The islands and the mainland were then
known collectively as Stratton’s Plantation.

A cedar and sisal bouy
used by Pine Point
fishermen. Image courtesy
of Scarborough Historical
Society.

What made Scarborough distinctive were
its salt marshes. In earlier days, salt hay
was the primary fodder for cattle. The
marshes were a reliable source of both feed
and cash money for owners of the land.
Unfortunately, the land also was considered
valuable for other reasons. To gain dry land
for farm and other uses, five separate dike
companies were created in the late 1800s.
The dikes and related development of roads

and railway lines helped destroy large sections of the marshes, reducing salt
hay yield dramatically.
Fishermen in the Pine Point area traditionally pursued several different fisheries during the course of a year. The shoreline provided an abundance of clams
for digging and the rocky ledges offered good grounds for lobsters. Beginning
in the late 1800s, as more tourists came to the area, some fishermen began to
offer boat trips to the summer folk, taking them out to catch mackerel, pollock
and cod. In the winter fishermen would head back to sea rigged to drag for
scallops or shrimp.
Bayley’s Lobster Pound was the dealer for most Pine Point and Ferry Beach lobster fishermen. Bayley’s shipped lobsters to the Fulton Fish Market in New York
City and provided lobster meat to Old Orchard Beach, Saco and Scarborough
restaurants and take-out stands. Other Pine Point lobster dealers were Googin’s
Lobster Pound, Fogg’s Lobster Pound, Thurlow’s Shellfish, Pine Point Seafood
Distributors and the Pine Point Fishermen’s Co-operative. By 2010 the only
remaining Pine Point lobster dealers were Bayley’s Lobster Pound and the
Fishermen’s Co-Operative. In 2019 Bayley’s Lobster Pound purchased the Co-op.
A new Pine Point Municipal Pier replaced the old pier in 2011. The old pier was
built by the town of Scarborough in 1971, when only 15 commercial fishermen
worked from Pine Point. Because the old pier couldn’t handle trucks, fishermen had to load their gear onto the floats from the shore at low tide. As the tide
rose, the gear could be hauled from the floats to boats. But if the tide didn’t go
out low enough or if there was
a strong wind, gear couldn’t
be loaded at all.
Today more than 50 fishermen use the new pier, whose
construction was supported
by the Working Waterfront
Access Program of the Land
for Maine’s Future program.
The new pier provides access
for dozens of lobster boats
and clam skiffs, keeping this
generation of Pine Point fishermen connected to the sea as
their forefathers were before
them.

Miss Pine Point on her cradle. She was
owned by Perly Berry and Dominic
Bonetti and used as a fishing boat in
the 1930’s. Photo courtesy Scarborough
Historical Society.

EFFECT OF CANADA-EU TRADE AGREEMENT ON U.S. LOBSTER
EXPORTS SUBJECT OF INVESTIGATION
By MLA staff
On August 24, the U.S. International Trade Commission announced it will investigate the possible negative effects of the Canada-Europe Trade Agreement
(CETA) on American lobster exports. The commission said it will investigate
the overall economic impact of CETA on the volume of U.S. exports of lobster
to the European Union and the United Kingdom.
The investigation was requested by U.S. Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer.
The investigation will also examine tariff treatment of Canadian lobster in the
United Kingdom, China and other countries.

CETA removed all tariffs on imported Canadian lobsters and gave Canada’s lobster suppliers a clear advantage in the EU market, where U.S. suppliers faced an
8% tariff on their lobsters.
The trade investigation was launched three days after the European Union
eliminated an 8% tariff on U.S. lobster for five years, sweeping away an advantage enjoyed by Canadian fishermen under CETA.
The trade commission’s findings will be released in January, but not before a
public hearing is held October 1. The final report is set to be released before Jan.
29, 2021, the U.S. trade commission stated.
The Canadian government and lobster trade groups said they are studying the
trade commission’s proposal and will closely monitor the investigation

7KH0DLQH/REVWHUPHQ·V$VVRFLDWLRQKDVEHHQ
advocating for a sustainable lobster resource
DQGWKHÀVKHUPHQDQGFRPPXQLWLHV
that depend on it since 1954.
´,JRWRDOOWKH0/$PHHWLQJV,W·V
LPSRUWDQW WR NQRZ ZKDW·V JRLQJ
on. If you don’t, you get blindsided.
3HRSOHQHHGWRVWD\LQIRUPHGµ
Bobby Ingalls, Bucks Harbor
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TO YOUR HEALTH: Don’t smoke!
By Melissa Waterman
These days we are all focused on the threat of COVID-19 and the often longterm health impacts of the virus. But there is another element widespread
throughout the country that can also
lead to long-term harm to the human
body: tobacco.
Tobacco has been around a long time.
Archeologists have documented its use
for over 8,000 years. Native Americans
used it in religious ceremonies and
for medical purposes. Once European
explorers discovered it, tobacco was
used as a cure-all, suitable for dressing wounds, reducing pain, and even
for toothaches. Settlers along the east
coast of America made their fortunes
cultivating the plant. In 1760 Pierre
Lorillard established the first company
that processed tobacco to make cigars
and snuff. Cigarettes came along in the
early 1900s; in 1901, 3.5 billion cigarettes were sold in the U.S.

have difficulties breathing, primarily due to the narrowing of their airways
and destruction of lung tissue. Smoking also has been linked to other cancers,
leukemia, cataracts, Type 2 diabetes, and pneumonia. Chewing tobacco also
increases the risk of cancer, especially
mouth cancers.

Cigarettes pose a threat not only to your lungs but to your heart and
stomach. They have also been linked to multiple chronic diseases.
Photo courtesy of Healthline.com.

Today tobacco can be smoked, inhaled
or “vaped,” sniffed or chewed. The nicotine in any tobacco product moves
quickly into a user’s blood, where it immediately stimulates the adrenal glands
to release the hormone epinephrine (adrenaline). Epinephrine stimulates the
central nervous system and increases blood pressure, breathing, and heart
rate. It also activates the brain’s reward circuits, much as cocaine and heroin
will do, and increases the levels of dopamine, which reinforces sensations of
reward and pleasure. That is why nicotine is highly addictive.
If one smokes tobacco in the form of a cigarette, all sorts of other chemicals are
sent to the lungs. Most of the severe health effects of tobacco use comes from
these other chemicals.
Cigarette smoking makes your blood thicker and increases chances of clot formation. It will increase blood pressure and heart rate, making the heart work
harder than normal. In addition, smoking will narrow arteries, reducing the

So what if you don’t smoke, but your
best friend or partner does? It’s not
good. People who stand or sit near
others who smoke are exposed to secondhand smoke. Secondhand smoke
exposure can lead to lung cancer and
heart disease. It can cause health problems in both adults and children, such
as coughing, phlegm, reduced lung
function, pneumonia, and bronchitis. Children exposed to secondhand
smoke are at an increased risk of ear
infections, severe asthma, lung infections, and death from sudden infant
death syndrome. Secondhand smoke
exposure contributes to approximately 41,000 deaths among nonsmoking
adults and 400 deaths in infants each
year, according to U.S. Centers for

Disease Control and Prevention data.
More than 16 million Americans are living with a disease caused by smoking.
For every person who dies because of smoking, at least 30 people live with a
serious smoking-related illness.
It’s not just a tiny virus like COVID-19 that can have such a severe effect on your
health. It’s the small white stick that you put in your mouth that can create
years of health problems for yourself and others in the future.
Note: Maine increased the age requirement to purchase tobacco products from 18
to 21 as of December 31, 2019. If you or someone you know would like to reduce or
stop your tobacco use, visit https://preventionforme.org.
Information drawn from the CDC, British National Health Service, American
Lung Association.

Old
d Schooll Pig
g Hide
e
From one fisherman to another….

Image courtesy of UPMC.com.
amount of oxygen-rich blood circulating to the organs. Together, these changes increase the chance of the arteries narrowing and clots forming, which can
cause a heart attack or stroke.
The carbon monoxide in cigarette smoke and the stimulant nicotine both put
a strain on the heart by making it work faster. Smoking doubles the risk of having a heart attack and of dying from coronary heart disease. The good news
is that after only one year of not smoking, that risk is reduced by half. After
stopping for 15 years, the risk is similar to that of someone who never smoked.
Smokers also have an increased chance of getting stomach cancer or ulcers.
Smoking can weaken the muscle that controls the lower end of your esophagus, which then allows stomach acid to travel up out of your stomach into the
throat, a process known as acid reflux.
The lungs, of course, are badly affected by smoking. Coughs, colds, wheezing
and asthma are just the start. Smoking can cause fatal diseases such as pneumonia, emphysema and lung cancer. Smoking causes 84% of deaths from lung
cancer and 83% of deaths from chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD).
COPD, a progressive and debilitating disease, is the name for a collection of
lung diseases including chronic bronchitis and emphysema. People with COPD

We save you money!
31 Number Nine Rd, Cutler, ME 04626
oldschooltrucking2@gmail.com
207--812--5211

MLA
A members
s gett $1
1 offf perr bucket
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DMR AQUACULTURE
LEASE APPLICATION STATUS FOR SEPTEMBER (as of 9/01/20)
Experimental Lease Applications
Applicant/Company

Site

Town

Size

Product

duration

Status

Mussel Bound Inc.

N of Thomas Isl. Frenchman Bay

Bar Harbor

3.58 acres

Shellfish

3 yrs

Comment Period Ended 8/24/19

Downeast Institute

Near Mud Hole Pt, Estrn Bay, Mud Hole
Cove

Beals

4 acres

Shellfish

3 yrs

Public Hearing Held 2/4/20

Downeast Institute

Joan's Pound, Black Duck Cove, Eastern bay

Beals

0.84 acres

Shellfish

3 years

Appl. submitted, comments due 9/11/20

Downeast Institute

Elmer's Pound, Black Duck Cove, Eastern
Bay

Beals

1.14 acres

Shellfish

3 years

Appl. submitted, comments due 10/2/20

Ferda Farms LLC

E Lower Coombs Isl, New Meadows River

Brunswick

3.86

Shellfish

3 years

Sea Stuff, LLC

N of Li'l Chebeague, W of Indian Pt

Chebeague Isl

3.9 acres

Marine Algae 3 yrs

Lease DENIED 8/6/20

Jeffrey Schroeder

Broad Cove, St George River

Cushing

4 acres

Shellfish

3 yrs

Lease granted 8/19/20

Comments closed 6/18/2020

Sea Run Fisheries & Habitat

E of Western Head & Li'l Rvr Isl, Cutler Hrbr Cutler

4 acres

Finfish

3 years

Comments due 4 pm 4/3/20

Deep Blue Aquaculture

W of Hog Isl, Penobscot bay

Deer Isle

3.86 acres

Shellfish

3 yrs

Comment Period closes 3/28/20

Mussel Bound Inc.

Barlett Narrows, Blue Hill Bay

Mount Desert

3.55 acres

Shellfish

3 yrs

Public Hearing Postponed as of 11/1/19

Victor Doyle

E of Barlett Isl, Blue Hill Bay

Mount Desert

1 acre

Shellfish

3 yrs

Public Hearing Postponed

Hermit Island Oyster Co., LLC

Hermit Isl, Small Pt Hrbr, New Meadows Rvr Phippsburg

0.76 acres

Shellfish

3 yrs

LEASE GRANTED 8/6/20

Saltwind Seafarm LLC

opp side Demis Bar, Nonesuch River

Scarborough

3.15 acres

Shellfish

3 yrs

Comments due 4 pm 4/5/20

Dirigo Marine Resources, LLC

E of Wolfe's neck, Recompense Bay

So Freeport

3.85 acres

Shellfish

3 yrs

appl. rec'd; comment period closes 8/2/20

Standard Lease Applications
Applicant/Company

Site

Town

Size

Product

Duration

Status

Western Bay Oyster Co.

off Old House Cove, Western Bay, Spruce Pt

Bar Harbor

3.36 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Public hearing Postponed 3/20/20

Tightrope Farms

south of Carlton Island, Salt Pond

Blue Hill

7.25

Shellfish

20 yrs

Site Review Pending as of 10/20/2019

Community Shellfish Co LLC

W of Oar Isl & N of Hog Isl, Medomak River Bremen

4.19 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Public Hearing scheduled for 9/15/20

Shearwater Ventures LLC

E of Li'l Chebeague, Casco Bay: Long Isl and Chebeague Isl

3.79 acres

Marine Algae

20 yrs

Site Report complete.

Summit Point LLC

S of Basket Island, Casco Bay: Long Island & Chebeague Isl

100 acres

Marine Algae

20 yrs

Site Review pending as of 12/2/19

Summit Point LLC

NE of Clapboard Isl, Casco Bay; Falmouth & Cumberland

100 acres

Marine Algae

20 yrs

Site Review pending as of 12/2/19

Black Stone Point Oysters LLC

Damariscotta River

Damariscotta

12.98 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Public Hearing: POSTPONED

Christopher Dickenson

800 ft SW Hog Island, Damariscotta River

Damariscotta

1 acre

Shellfish

20

Site Review Complete

Glidden Point Oyster Co.

Dodge Lower Cove, Damariscotta River

Edgecomb

8.22

Oysters

20 yrs

Lease renewal approved 6/16/2020

Spinney Creek Shellfish, Inc.

NW of Rt 95 Bridge, Spinney Creek

Eliot

2.75 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Site Review complete 3/18/20

Harraseeket Oyster Co.

S of Bowman Isl & Stockbridge Pt, Casco
Bay

Freeport

7 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Site Review Pending as of 12/11/19

Love Point Oysters, LLC

SE of Winslow Park, Casco Bay

Freeport

4.78 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Site Review Pending as of 1/13/20

Love Point Oysters, LLC

S of Crab island, Casco Bay

Freeport

4.15 acres

Oysters

20 yrs

Site review Pending as of 2/20/20

Maine Ocean Farms, LLC

E of Wolfe's Neck, Recompense Cove

Freeport

9.88 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Site Review Pending as of 12/13/19

Timothy Johnson

E of Crow Isl, Middle Bay

Harpswell

2.67 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Lease approved 7/28/20

Ocean Resources, Inc

Jordan River

Lamoine

2.96 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Scoping session sched for 9/19/20 10am

Glidden Point Oyster Co.

West shore, S of Jacks Pt, Damariscotta
River

Newcastle

5.5 acres

Shellfish

10 yrs

Public Hearing Postponed 3/20/20

John's River Shellfish, LLC

W of Peabow Island, John's River

So Bristol

20 yrs

Amendment Denied 8/18/20

Weskeag River Shellfish Farms

Upper Weskeag river

SO Thomaston

.14 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Lease renewed 8/3/2020

Frenchman Bay Oyster Co.

W & S of Ingalls Isl. Sullivan Harbor

Sorrento

5.85 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Site Review pending as of 10/17/19

Mook Sea Farms Inc.

S of Wiley Pt & N of Fitch Pt, Damaris.
River

South Bristol

3 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Site Review pending as of 9/9/19

Brian Harvey

W of Haynes Pt, Goose Cove, Western Bay

Trenton

6 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Site Review Pending as of 3/27/2020

Peter W Fransisco

E of Middle Ground, New Meadows River

West Bath

5.5 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Public Hearing scheduled for 3/10/20

Amanda Moeser

S of Lanes Isl, Inner Casco Bay

Yarmouth

9 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Site Review pending as of 9/30/19

Maine Source Seafood

E of Lane's Isl, Casco Bay

Yarmouth

3.48 acres

Oysters

20 yrs

Site Review Complete as of 4/2/20

Thomas Henninger

Broad Cove, Casco Bay

Yarmouth

5.9 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Application submitted 7/9/20

Wolfe Neck Oyster Co. LLC

SE of Lanes Island, Casco Bay

Yarmouth

8 acres

Shellfish

10 yrs

Site Review pending as of 11/15/20

Experimental Lease: up to 3 years, 4 acres and is non-renewable
Standard Lease: term is up to 20 years, size is up to 20 acres and is renewable
For more information, visit the DMR website
www.maine.gov/dmr/aquaculture and select “Map & Lease Inventory (pending & current)”
The MLA recommends you sign up for email alerts about aquaculture by selecting the big red email button at the bottom of the page.

Understand the process! You can make a difference!
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in a site 12 miles off Boothbay Harbor. The project comprised four 3-MW floating wind turbines located in 460 feet of water. Statoil negotiated a power purchase agreement that was approved by the Maine Public Utilities Commission
(PUC). Then, in 2013, Governor Paul LePage threatened to veto a comprehensive energy bill if the PUC did not reopen the bidding process. Statoil decided
to cancel the Maine project and later turned its attention to a $250 million test
project in Scotland. That project, Hywind Scotland, became the world’s first
commercial floating wind farm and began generating electricity in 2017.
The University of Maine returns
The withdrawal of Statoil gave the University of Maine a new opportunity to reprise its application for a wind power test project in Maine waters. In 2013 the
University tested its first floating turbine, called VolturnUS. The 1/8-scale model was situated off Castine, connected to the electrical grid, and operated for 18
months. Based on the success of the pilot, Maine Aqua Ventus, LLC was formed
to design and construct a full-scale version in the test area off Monhegan Island.
That project is now called New England Aqua Ventus. In 2014 the PUC negotiated a twenty-year power agreement with Maine Aqua Ventus for electricity
produced at the Monhegan site. However, in 2018, the PUC voted unanimously
to reopen the contract, citing lower energy costs due to cheap natural gas. The
vote suspended the project’s construction indefinitely.

The 1/8-scale VolturnUS model was
tested off Castine in 2013. Photo
courtesy of Maine Public.

As first proposed, the Maine
Aqua Ventus project was two
6-MW wind turbines built on
the University’s floating concrete
hulls. Now the project, renamed
New England Aqua Ventus I, is
a pilot project comprising a single 10 to 12-MW wind turbine
affixed to a floating semisubmersible concrete hull designed
by the Advanced Structures
and Composites Center at the
University of Maine. The project
has received considerable financial support from the DOE. In
late 2019, the University of Maine

received a $1.4 million grant from the Department to design an ultra-lightweight concrete floating hull fitted with technology first developed by NASA to
dampen vibrations in rockets. In August, two private firms, Diamond Offshore
Wind, a subsidiary of the Mitsubishi Corp., and RWE Renewables, joined the
University on the project. The two companies will invest $100 million in the
project’s construction and help demonstrate the technology at full scale.
Elsewhere in New England
Meanwhile, other New England states have made significant progress toward
attaining their renewable energy goals.
In 2018 Massachusetts established a partnership with Vineyard Wind to build
an 800-MW wind farm 15 miles off the coast of Martha’s Vineyard by 2021.
Rhode Island selected Deepwater Wind, which successfully constructed a 30MW pilot project off Block Island, operating since 2016, to build a second, 400MW project. Connecticut also selected Deepwater to build a 200-MW wind
farm off its coast by 2023. In 2018 New York asked for bids to create 800 MW of
wind energy off Long Island; the state’s goal is 2,400 megawatts by 2030. New
Jersey also plans to generate 3,500 MW by 2030.
Currently in Maine
Upon inauguration in 2019, Governor Mills acted quickly to restart Maine’s efforts to expand its renewable resource energy base. In June, 2019, she signed
bills that established the Maine Climate Council, which is charged with developing action plans to reduce Maine greenhouse gas emissions by 45% by 2030
and 80% by 2050. She increased the state’s Renewable Portfolio Standard from
40 percent today to 80% by 2030 and a goal of 100% renewable energy by 2050.
Gov. Mills promptly signed legislation that required the PUC to approve the
contract for New England Aqua Ventus. She established the Maine Offshore
Wind Initiative, a state-based initiative to identify opportunities for offshore
wind development in the Gulf of Maine and ancillary industries and job creation. The state also agreed to become part of a Gulf of Maine Intergovernmental
Regional Task Force on offshore wind, with New Hampshire and Massachusetts,
organized by the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM). The Task
Force goal is to identify potential opportunities for renewable energy leasing
and development on the Outer Continental Shelf in the Gulf of Maine.
Next month: The mismatch between environmental review and offshore wind
power research and development

HYDRO-SLAVE
SAME DAY SERVICE AND TECHNICAL SUPPORT

CAPE PORPOISE LOBSTER
AND BAIT CO., INC.

“THINKING OF BUILDING A NEW BOAT?”
LET US QUOTE YOU ON A POWER STEERING OR A POT HAULER.

70R Mills Rd., Kennebunkport, Maine

HAULERS AVAILABLE 8” TO 17”
• ALUMINUM BACKPLATE
• POLISHED STAINLESS BACKPLATE
• ALL STAINLESS HARDWARE

207-967-0900 • 207-205-7949 cell
Fresh and Salted Bait

5HGÀVK+HDGV

Herring

Skate

)ODWÀVK

Flounder Racks

Monk Heads

Pogies

POWER STEERING AVAILABLE IN 5 CLASSES
• UP TO 120 FEET
• STAINLESS QUADRANT ASSEMBLIES
• STAINLESS HELMS
16” SPOKED WHEEL
• BRONZE
• CHROME

ELECTRIC CLUTCHES

WE

HIGH EFFICIENCY VANE
PUMP
$544.70

CAN DELIVER WITH A MINIMUM ORDER.

WE

SELL BULK ICE!

orders@capeporpoiselobster.com
www.capeporpoiselobster.com
Ask for Allen!

5.5 HP HONDA POWER UNIT
• 11GPM @ 1500 PSI 2 Stage Pump
• Light, Versatile and Portable
• This unit will power 10”
and 12” and 14” Haulers
• Ideal for outboards and
other small boats
• Log Splitter

DUAL RAM
QUADRANT ASSEMBLY

• 100% Stainless Steel construction
• Rudder side thrust eliminated
• no stress on boat timbers

OUR NEW GENERATION SUPER BLOCKS
• 4” Low LIP and HI LIP
• 5” Low LIP and HI LIP
• 2000 lb. Capacity
• Sealed tapered
roller bearings
• Aluminum Sheaves
• Stainless Sheaves

WORLD’S LARGEST POT HAULER MFG. FOR OVER 40 YEARS
Call John for more information 1-800-747-7550 • Or visit us on
the internet: marinHhydUDXOLFHQJLQHHULQJFRP

MARINE HYDRAULIC ENGINEERING
17 Gordon Drive • Rockland, Maine • Fax: 207-594-9721
Email: marinhyd@midcoast.com
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BUSINESS 101: ALL DEBT IS NOT CREATED EQUAL
By Michael Godin
For any business, managing debt and cash flow is crucial to survival. Commercial
fishing is not any different. The Covid-19 pandemic has shed a light on the issue, particularly for those companies that have done a poor job in this area. A
company needs to find its balance in terms of maintaining stability. It’s important to understand how debt can be beneficial for maintaining that balance.
I have been advising my clients for many years to have at least three months
of income as an emergency fund saved; six months would be preferable. You
never know exactly what surprises are going to be thrown at you and having an
emergency fund is critical. You don’t want a short-term problem to ruin your
long-term plans. For many people this is a recurring problem. Often times I
have clients take funds from their retirement accounts to pay for a short-term
expense. They don’t realize how much they are hurting their future plans. Make
sure you have funds available for these unwanted surprises.
There is a difference between good debt and bad debt. Some say, “Isn’t all debt
bad?” The answer is “Not really.” For example, credit card debt with high interest
rates is bad debt and should be avoided if at all possible. I met with a client recently who bragged about her rewards credit card and all the points she had accumulated. She had a $25,000 balance on the card at an 18% interest rate so her “free
trip” was costing her $4,500 in interest payments. In contrast, mortgage rates are
near all-time lows. Purchasing a home that likely will grow in value at a rate higher
than the interest payments can be a smart way to accumulate wealth over time.
I am often asked about paying down debt. Of course, I suggest getting rid of highinterest-rate debt such as credit cards as soon as possible. However, I wouldn’t
rush to pay off low-interest fixed-rate mortgages and sacrifice your retirement or
investment accounts. For example, if you have investment accounts averaging 7%
over a long period of time, it would not be beneficial to pay down a mortgage at
3.5%, especially if you are able to itemize your deductions when filing your taxes.
I worked with a lobsterman last year who had paid off his land and his truck
thinking that he would get a tax deduction because they were both used for
work. Those items are typically amortized over years for tax purposes, however, and by using his available money to pay them off he left himself without
enough funds to pay the taxes he owed.
Lastly, be careful of home equity loans. I’m not suggesting they are bad, however, the majority of home equity loans are variable rate loans. If you have a

variable rate home equity loan then when interest rates start to climb so will the rate on the
loan, making your payment significantly higher
than when you originally started. Each person’s
situation is different, of course, but you should
be aware of the terms of the loan and make sure
that if rates climb quickly that you have an exit
strategy for that debt.
If you are struggling with getting a handle on
managing your cash flow and debt it may be
worth spending some time with a financial
planner to help get you on the right path.
Securities and advisory services offered through
LPL Financial, a Registered Investment Advisor.
Member FINRA/SIPC.

Michael A. Godin is a
LPL financial planner
at Twin Cities Financial
Group in Lewiston.

SMALL BUSINESS RESOURCES
The Maine Department of Economic and Community Development, through
its Business Answers program (https://apps.web.maine.gov/cgi/online/
businessanswers/index.pl), connects new and existing businesses with the
various state departments and agencies responsible for specific licenses,
permits, rules and regulations.
The Maine Small Business Development Center (www.mainesbdc.org) is
a partnership program with the State of Maine, the federal Small Business
Administration and the University of Southern Maine. The Center’s business
counselors will provide assistance to start and expand your business.
SCORE is a network of entrepreneurs, business lenders and executives who
volunteer as mentors to the small business community providing assistance
to help entrepreneurs start businesses, grow companies and create jobs in
local communities. The web site for SCORE in Maine is http://scoremaine.
org.
The Women’s Business Centers provide business training, coaching and
mentoring and other assistance geared toward women, particularly those
who are socially and economically disadvantaged. The web site for Women’s
Business Centers is www.wbdc.org.

New England Propeller
Factory Repair Station
for All Makes and
Types of Propellers
Top 10 Distributor
for
Michigan Wheel
•
•
•
•

Over 4,000
Propellers in Stock

Shafting
Drive
Savers

Federal Flexible
Couplings

Michigan 3 Blade Dyna-Jets
Four Blade DQX + Dyna Quads
Five Blade Hi-Torq Michigan
Aluminum & Stainless Outboard
& I.O. Propellers

Buck-Algonquin
Rudders —
Stuffing Boxes

Check out our shipping rates!!!

Godfrey-Camp
Zincs

2 Days to Alaska.

Hale MRI
3D Computerized
Scanning and
Dynamic Balancing
• Fuel Tanks Fabricated to
USCG Specs.
• Duramax-Cutless Bearings
• Sierra Engine Parts
• PSS Mechanical Seals

Overnight to Maine!!!

9 Apollo Eleven Rd., Plymouth, MA 02360 • 800-635-9504 Fax 508-746-8804
www.neprop.com • E-mail: neprop@aol.com

Ask For
Electric Clutches
SHAFT OR V-BELT DRIVEN MARINE CLUTCHES

Adaptable, Dependable…
Easy to Install & Maintain
• 75 to 1500 lbs. ft
• 12 or 24 VDC power supply
• Zinc plated – meets ASTM
B-117 salt spray test
• SAE pump mount options available
PITTS Authorized Dealer:

603-474-1914 • sales@coastalhyd.com
www.coastalhyd.com • 28 Route 286, Seabrook, NH
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DMR JOINS MASSACHUSETTS TO TRACK GREAT WHITE SHARKS
DMR press release
The Maine Department of Marine Resources will join the Atlantic White Shark
Conservancy and the Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries (DMF) in a
research effort that will provide information about the presence of great white
sharks in Maine’s inshore waters.
The project will involve the placement of 20 passive acoustic receivers by Maine
DMR science bureau staff in near-shore Maine
waters that will capture data from tags placed
on great white sharks in research conducted by
DMF since 2010. Currently there are approximately 210 great white sharks that have been
tagged in the on-going research work.

species that brings with it much mystery and this partnership will help close
that knowledge gap.”
“We are excited to establish a partnership with Maine DMR and expand our
working relationship with DMF,” said Cynthia Wigren, CEO of AWSC. “We are
pleased to jumpstart these efforts, through the generosity of AWSC Board
member Chris Bouton who has a home in Maine, by donating twelve acoustic
receivers to DMR.”
Data from the acoustic receivers will be also be
provided to AWSC which will upload it to their
Sharktivity app. The app provides users with a
recap of shark activity detected by receivers,
in addition to shark sightings information and
alerts. The app also allows users to upload their
own photos and locations of sharks they spot.
Information and app downloads can be found
at https://www.atlanticwhiteshark.org/sharktivity-app.

“We have a long history of partnering in both
management and science with Massachusetts
DMF,” said DMR Commissioner Patrick Keliher.
“Massachusetts certainly has had their share
of experience with white sharks. With a study
already in progress we can immediately engage
with them to help expand and improve the understanding of this species.”
The work will be supported by the Atlantic
White Shark Conservancy (AWSC), a non-profit that works to advance white shark research,
education and public safety. AWSC will fund
the purchase of twelve receivers that will be
added to others supplied by DMF and DMR.

“This winter DMR also will explore a possible
tagging program, working in collaboration with
other researchers, to expand its study of white
sharks in Maine,” said Commissioner Keliher.
Great white sharks that have received acoustic tags will be
tracked with 20 underwater receivers along the Maine coast.
Photo courtesy of Oceana.

Eight species of shark found in Maine waters

Current data shows that approximately 20% of the white sharks tagged in
DMFs ongoing study migrate in to the Gulf of Maine. “This effort will provide a
much better understanding of when they are in our waters, what their habitat
use is, and how those change over time. This work is important from a public safety standpoint and it will provide valuable biological information,” said
Commissioner Keliher.

Spiny dogfish

Thresher

Blue shark

Sandtiger shark

Basking shark

Great white shark

Shortfin mako

“The partnership with Maine DMR is an excellent way to gather more data and
expand on our current study,” said Dan McKiernan, director of DMF. “This is a

Porbeagle

Maine Marine Patrol
Division I Office – Boothbay Harbor
207-633-9595
Division II Office – Lamoine
207-664-2392
_____________________________________________

Legal Hauling Times for the
Maine Lobster Fishery
The following information pertains to both
Commercial and Non-Commercial State Licensed Lobster
Harvesters in both State and Federal waters
It is unlawful to raise or haul any lobster trap:
SUMMER: During the period 1/2 hour after sunset until
1/2 hour before sunrise from June 1st to September 30th,
both days inclusive, and during the period 1/2 hour after
sunset until 4 a.m. from October 1st to October 31st,
both days inclusive;
WEEKENDS: During the period from 4 p.m., EDST,
Saturday to ½ hour before sunrise the following Monday
morning from June 1st to August 31st, both days inclusive*.

It is legal to haul lobster traps at any time from Nov 1st to
May 31st; it is also legal to set lobster traps at any time
throughout the year.
Legal hauling times statewide (as shown on the back) are computed from the times of sunrise
and sunset for Augusta Maine as established by the National Almanac Office of the U.S. Naval
Observatory and are shown in EDST.
*It is lawful to raise or haul traps during this period if a hurricane warning issued by NWS is
in effect for the coastal waters of the State.

Maine DMR will work with DMF to identify locations for the receivers and DMR’s Bureau of
Marine Science and Marine Patrol will deploy
them.

Legal Haul Times ~ 2020
June
Day
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Start
4:28
4:28
4:27
4:27
4:26
4:26
--4:25
4:25
4:25
4:25
4:25
4:25
--4:25
4:25
4:25
4:25
4:25
4:25
--4:26
4:26
4:26
4:27
4:27
4:27
--4:28
4:29

End
20:47
20:47
20:48
20:49
20:50
16:00
--20:52
20:52
20:53
20:53
20:54
16:00
--20:55
20:56
20:56
20:56
20:56
16:00
--20:57
20:57
20:57
20:57
20:57
16:00
--20:57
20:57

July
Start
4:29
4:30
4:31
4:31
--4:32
4:33
4:34
4:35
4:35
4:36
--4:38
4:39
4:40
4:41
4:42
4:42
--4:44
4:45
4:46
4:47
4:48
4:49
--4:52
4:53
4:54
4:55
4:56

August
End
20:57
20:57
20:56
16:00
--20:55
20:55
20:54
20:54
20:53
16:00
--20:52
20:51
20:50
20:49
20:49
16:00
--20:46
20:45
20:44
20:43
20:42
16:00
--20:39
20:38
20:37
20:36
20:34

Start
4:57
--4:59
5:00
5:02
5:03
5:04
5:05
--5:07
5:08
5:10
5:11
5:12
5:13
--5:15
5:16
5:18
5:19
5:20
5:21
--5:23
5:25
5:26
5:27
5:28
5:29
--5:31

End
16:00
--20:31
20:29
20:28
20:27
20:25
16:00
--20:21
20:19
20:18
20:16
20:15
16:00
--20:10
20:08
20:07
20:05
20:04
16:00
--19:58
19:57
19:55
19:53
19:52
16:00
--19:46

September
Start
5:33
5:34
5:35
5:36
5:37
5:38
5:39
5:41
5:42
5:43
5:44
5:45
5:46
5:48
5:49
5:50
5:51
5:52
5:53
5:55
5:56
5:57
5:58
5:59
6:00
6:02
6:03
6:04
6:05
6:06

End
19:44
19:43
19:41
19:39
19:37
19:35
19:34
19:32
19:30
19:28
19:26
19:24
19:22
19:21
19:19
19:17
19:15
19:13
19:11
19:09
19:07
19:06
19:04
19:02
19:00
18:58
18:56
18:54
18:53
18:51

October
Start
4:00
4:00
4:00
4:00
4:00
4:00
4:00
4:00
4:00
4:00
4:00
4:00
4:00
4:00
4:00
4:00
4:00
4:00
4:00
4:00
4:00
4:00
4:00
4:00
4:00
4:00
4:00
4:00
4:00
4:00
4:00

End
18:49
18:47
18:45
18:43
18:42
18:40
18:38
18:36
18:34
18:33
18:31
18:29
18:28
18:26
18:24
18:22
18:21
18:19
18:18
18:16
18:14
18:13
18:11
18:10
18:08
18:07
18:05
18:04
18:02
18:01
17:59
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In the
NEWS
SATELLITES MAY HELP TRACK ELUSIVE WHALES
Olivia Pisano, a Ph.D. student in marine biology at Dalhousie University in
Halifax, has developed technology that would scan satellite imagery and relay
the whereabouts of North Atlantic right whales within hours. “Because they
can move so quickly, you can make a decision about one part of the [Gulf of St.
Lawrence] and then have them show up in another part of the Gulf the next
day, and so you’re constantly playing this game of catch up,” she said in an interview. Satellites orbiting Earth have views of the Atlantic Ocean and Gulf of
St. Lawrence and can scan large swaths of the whales’ habitat in a relatively
short period of time. While satellites have been used to track animals in polar regions, they’ve yet to be recruited in the fight to save North Atlantic right
whales. The team at Dalhousie is developing a computer algorithm that would
process the satellite imagery, as well as aerial imagery, and determine how
many right whales are in the area.
LOBSTERMAN HELPS A FRIEND IN NEED
Lobsterman John Makowsky
has had a companion for his
long hours out at sea — a
seagull that first visited his
boat in 2005, whom he subsequently named Red Eye. The
bird comes to his vessel while
he is fishing and stares at
Makowsky through the windThe bird called Red Eye, with a snack.
shield. But this year the bird
turned up on his boat with a
CBS news photo.
bad leg injury. Makowsky realized that in the wild Red Eye would not have long to live. Somehow he managed
to catch the seagull and bring her to the Center for Wildlife in Cape Neddick.
Red Eye was nursed to health by the staff. After being released to the wild off
Makowsky’s boat, the bird soon returned for her favorite treat, brown hake.

NEW HAMPSHIRE LOBSTER COMPANY PLANS NEW
BRUNSWICK LOBSTER HOLDING FACILITY
Little Bay Lobster of Newington, N.H., is proposing to build a 2,300-square-meter
building in Bayside, a small town just north of Saint Andrews, New Brunswick,
that can hold as much as 300,000 pounds of live lobster. Jonathan Shafmaster,
owner of Little Bay Lobster, says the company has been looking for a spot to
set up in New Brunswick for over two years. Little Bay Lobster buys over two
million pounds of Canadian lobsters annually, according to Shafmaster, and
the majority of the lobsters sent to the proposed Bayside warehouse will come
from Canada.
Geoff Irvine of the Canadian Lobster Council said such warehouses are common. “There are lots of American companies that have holding facilities all
through the Atlantic region and lots of Canadian companies that have shareholdings in American lobster companies,” said Irvine. “So it’s really just an extension of the cross-border lobster business that’s happened forever and will
continue to happen.”
MAINE AQUACULTURE HUB MAKES AWARDS
The Maine Aquaculture Hub awarded $216,000 in funding to support five
projects seeking to strengthen the aquaculture industry in Maine. The aquaculture sector is an $88.4 million industry in Maine. Recipients of the Maine
Aquaculture Hub awards include industry members, sea farmers, and companies that provide goods and services to sea farmers. Awardees will be using
funds to address identified barriers to the industry, such as biolfouling and
other issues.
Recipients are Atlantic Sea Farms, Pine Point Oyster Co., Butterfield Shellfish,
Maine Aquaculture Co-op, and Caitlin Cleaver, a University of Maine Ph.D. student.
MASSACHUSETTS GRANT PROGRAM TO FOSTER OFFSHORE
WIND ENERGY SKILLS
The Gloucester Fishermen’s Wives Association
and the Northeast Maritime Institute will
begin enrolling commercial fishermen in a
certification course that will qualify them to
transport people and supplies to wind turbine
sites for the Vineyard Wind project as part
of a $1.3 million state grant program. The
Massachusetts grants awarded last month
will support a broad range of initiatives, including efforts to develop university-level
credential programs, train local residents to
maintain turbines, and teach tradespeople
specific skills needed in the offshore wind industry.
“We really need this workforce from top to bottom,” said Jennifer Cullen, manager of workforce and supply chain development for Vineyard Wind, which is
slated to be the first major offshore wind project in New England. “We need
to ensure that once we get to construction that we have a qualified workforce
that’s ready to go.”
ISLAND INSTITUTE TO MANAGE SEAMAINE PROJECT
In early September, the Maine Technology Institute and FocusMaine awarded the Island Institute a $300,000 contract for spearheading an industry-wide
roadmap to grow Maine’s marine economy. Under the three-year contract, the
Island Institute will serve as program director for SEAMaine, Maine’s Marine
Economy Roadmap/Workforce Development Project.
The initiative is funded with $2 million previously awarded to MTI and
FocusMaine by the U.S. Economic Development Administration. SEAMaine
will identify industry needs and opportunities, provide solutions to workforce
skill gaps, and recommend investments that create a more resilient marine
economy for Maine.
“We look forward to working with the Island Institute as they assume this leadership role in managing the myriad processes and partners involved,” said Brian
Whitney, president of MTI. “Together, industry leaders will create an economic
roadmap and workforce development plan for Maine’s marine economy.”
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THOSE QUESTIONS JUST KEEP COMING!
NEW GEAR MARKING RULES IN EFFECT
SEPTEMBER 1
TRAP GEAR FISHED WITHIN WATERS INSIDE THE
EXEMPTION LINE:
•

THREE PURPLE MARKS- 36” purple mark within
top two fathoms, 12” purple mark midway, 12” purple mark at bottom of the buoy line. (No green marks
allowed inside the exemption line).

•

OPTIONAL FOR BUOY LINES LESS THAN 100 FT:
TWO PURPLE MARKS- 36” purple mark within top
two fathoms and 12” purple mark at bottom of the
buoy line. (No green marks allowed inside the exemption line).

TRAP GEAR FISHED WITHIN WATERS OF THE SLIVER
AREA (between exemption line and 3nm line) and
WITHIN FEDERAL WATERS OUTSIDE THE 3nm LINE):
•

FOUR PURPLE MARKS and ONE GREEN MARK- 36”
purple mark and 6” green mark within top two fathoms, 12” purple mark at top of buoy line, 12” purple
mark midway, 12” purple mark at bottom of the buoy
line.

•

OPTIONAL FOR BUOY LINES LESS THAN 100 FT:
TWO PURPLE MARKS and ONE GREEN MARK- 36”
purple mark and 6” green mark within top two fathoms, and 12” purple mark at bottom of the buoy line.

During the long lobster fishing season, lobstermen learn to deal with just about any type of
question from Maine’s inquisitive summer visitors. Photo courtesy of Maine Public.
By MLA staff
In Maine, nearly everyone who lives along the coast has a fair understanding of lobster fishing. We
might not all be experts, rising at 4 a.m. to get to the boat and bait up, yet most Mainers have a basic
knowledge of how the lobster fishery works.
But it’s different for our summer visitors.
Lobsterman William Ohnemus answered one too many questions from curious tourists this summer. Finally he took to the Facebook site All Things Lobstering, set up by Jacob Johnson, to learn
from his fellow lobstermen what sorts of odd questions they had dealt with thus far in the fishing
season. We have edited these reports for length and clarity.

The number one question asked by summer visitors: How do you get all the boats to face the same way?
Number two question in popularity: Why is there so much more water here now than there was last
year/last month,/last week?
What elevation are we at? Answer: Umm…. about 6 inches above sea level.
Are those lobsters? (pointing at the open crate on the rail) Answer: Nope, they’re crabs!
Three or four years ago, an Old Orchard Beach lobsterman explained the process of catching lobsters
to a tourist. The man looked at him dumbfounded and said, “Wouldn’t it be easier to catch them on
a fishing pole?”
When the buoys point up does that mean a lobster is there?
A tired lobsterman was stacking traps on the dock. A visitor asked, “How do you know when the
traps are ready to be hauled?” Without missing a beat he replied, “Fiber-optic rope. We just look
down from the buoy.”
From a woman buying lobsters at a wharf: “I don’t want those spoiled green ones. I want some nice
fresh red ones!”
When the buoys are under the water, does that mean there are lobsters in the traps?
One day a tourist asked a lobsterman if the lobsters came out of the traps with the rubber bands on.
He answered, “Just one. We put the other one on.”
Do you put fish in those traps that you haul? Answer: Nah, we pull them just to change the water.
How many lobsters do you catch? What’s the price? I always want to ask to see their paycheck.
Finally, in the too good to be true category: My brother was stacking traps on the pier and a fellow
asked, “Do you catch lobsters on land?” So my brother slid a trap across the pier in front of his feet
and said, “Go set it in the town field up there and let me know how she does.”
Thanks to All Things Lobstering for these questions. And thanks to all the summer visitors who keep
lobstermen entertained!

www.lobstertrap.com

WHOLESALE DEALERS OF FRESH SEAFOOD
Steuben, ME
207-546-3622

Machiasport, ME
207-255-8888

Addison, ME
207-483-2888
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MAINE LOBSTER FESTIVAL LIVES ON IN MEMORIES
The Maine Lobster Festival was cancelled this year due to the coronavirus pandemic. If it had taken place, it would have been the 73rd year that people from
near and far gathered to celebrate Maine lobster. The five-day festival held during the first week of August has grown into a multi-pronged event highlighted
by the crowning of Miss Sea Goddess and a spectacular parade. Yet the festival
started in 1947 with a very practical goal in mind: to support local lobstermen
who needed a market for their soft-shell and, at that time, unshippable lobsters.
From mid-summer to the end of August, soft-shell lobsters comprised the majority of the local catch. Local people knew that the lobsters were sweet and easy to
eat, but successfully shipping them before refrigerated trucks were common was
impossible. So several Camden and Rockport businessmen and officials starting
thinking of ways to move the lobsters. They ended up taking their cue from the
popular lobster festival held each year in Pictou, Nova Scotia.
According to Camden historian Barbara Dyer, in the spring of 1947 nine men met
at a local lawyer’s office and drew up the papers for the Lobster Festival. The corporation’s goal was straightforward: “To conduct an annual festival for the citizens of Camden, Maine and Rockport, Maine to assist in publicizing the products
of coastal Maine, and devote
any incidental profits, which
might be realized from the activities to such public uses or
organized charities as the board
of directors shall direct.” They
set the price for an “All You Can
Eat Lobster” feast at $1.
With the bylaws settled, the
board of directors got busy.
Someone got in touch with
Representative Margaret Chase
Smith, who then contacted the
Navy’s Admiral Nimitz to determine if some naval vessels
Volunteers steam lobsters for a
could be stationed in Camden
waiting audience.
Harbor for the occasion.
Admiral Blandy, commander of
the Atlantic Fleet, ordered a submarine chaser control ship to Camden for the
first lobster festival.

Visitors from the political world were invited
to the August celebration. Attendees included Governor Horace
Hildreth, Senator and
Mrs. Owen Smith and
Mayor Charles Nelson of
Augusta as well as Rep.
Smith. Perry Greene,
an expert dog breeder
in Waldoboro, and his
Chinook dog teams
joined in the lobster paSea Goddess contestants of yesteryear.
rade through Camden,
Images courtesy of Camden Public Library.
followed by a number of fire engines and
’ master of ceremonies, Pepsi-Cola
WWII jeeps. After the parade, the festival’s
Company vice-president Talbot Freeman, spoke to the nearly 10,000 people
who had showed up.
The trick for the first festival was feeding all those people. Long tables were set
up on the grounds of the Mary E. Taylor Middle School; steamed lobsters were
served in just one sitting. Somehow 11,900 pounds of lobster were cooked
and eaten over the course of a few hours, until there were no more available.
In the evening, a street dance took place near the Camden post office (perhaps
to work off the lobsters and the butter) with lessons available in the waltz, foxtrot and square dances. According to local newspaper articles, festival-goers
danced into the wee hours. The only negative result were the many pounds of
empty lobster shells left strewn about the school grounds and town streets.
The next year, perhaps in reaction to all those discarded lobster shells, the
board of directors moved the festival to nearby Rockland. By the early 1950s,
the festival had grown in size and scope and All You Can Eat Lobster for $1
was a dim memory. But the parade, camaraderie and focus on the lobster
fishery continued through the decades.
This year the Festival is on hiatus but we will all look forward to the next celebration of Maine lobster in 2021.
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